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Author Title and Classification Page 
Avery, Ira Five Fathers 
Anderson Leeming Marmaduke 
Asquith, Cynthia Portrait Barrie (I) 
Bestor, Arthur Restoration Learning (Ila) 165 
Bjorn, Thyra Papa’s Wife 
Campbell-Johnson, Eden; Making (1) 167 
Churchill, Peter Spirit the Cage, The (Ila) 157 
Cooper, Madison Haunted Hacienda, The 
Costain, Thomas Tontine, The (Ila) 147 


Coxe, George Top Assignment 
Crabb, Alfred Peace Bowling Green 
Daninos, Pierre Notebooks Major Thompson 


Davis, Kennard Gentle Captain, The 
Denis, Michaela Leopard Lap 
Pirajno, Alberto Cure for Serpents, 
Fergusson, Bernard Rare Adventure, The 
Fleming, Ian Moonraker 
Flores, Maria Call from Calle Moreno, The 
Flynn, John Decline American Republic (Ila) 159 
Foley, Charles Commando Extraordinary 
Foley, Martha, (ed.) Best American Short Stories (Ila) 155 
Fromm, Sane Society, The (Ila) 158 
Groussard, Serge German Officer, 
Grunfeld, Frederic Music and Recordings (I) 164 
Herberg, Will Protestant, Catholic, Jew 
Heyer, Georgette Bath Tangle 
Jackson, Felix SoHelp Me, God! (IIb) 
Johnson, Lucy Pyke Cartoon Treasury 
Jones, Stanley Mastery 
Keller, James Make Each Day Count 


Costain, Thomas The Tontine 

Pricewise this the book bargain the year. Imagine! 
Almost thousand pages genuine Costain story-tell- 
ing less than half cent page (to exact just 
touch more than other novel the 
year can touch sure, great lit’rary 
shucks but readable melange period novel, 
chronological novel, social novel and just plain novel 
with suspense, intrigue, and violence thrown for 
good measure, spanning almost two-thirds century 
that lushest all areas, the And above 
all the story the strange interweaving lives 
through three generations. 
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Author Title and Classification Page 
Kennelly, Ardyth Home 
Ketcham, Hank Dennis the Menace Rides Again 158 
Key, Ted Hazel Rides Again 158 
McCrossen, Vincent The Empty Room 
Mann, Thomas Confessions Felix Krull 
Mark, David Long Chance, The (IIb) 151 
Matthiessen, Peter Partisans (Ila) 156 
Mirvish, Robert Red Sky Midnight (Ila) 154 
Niland, D’Arcy Shiralee, The (IIb) 153 
Nordhoff, Walter Journey the Flame, The 
Sean Bonfire, The (Ila) 163 
Pabel, Reinhold Enemies Are Human 
Paradise, Jean Savage City, The (IIb) 152 
Patton, Frances Piece Luck, 151 
Price, George Characters 158 
Semmes, Harry Portrait Patton 160 
Stirling, Monica Boy Blue, The 
Thomas, Lowell Great True Adventures (Ila) 163 
Ussher, Arland Journey Through Dread (Ila) 161 
Wagoner, David Money, Money, Money 
Wattenberg, Adolescent Years, The 165 
Nations: Planned Tyranny (Ila) 166 
Weinreb, Nathaniel Esther 151 
Woodbury, George John Goffe’s Legacy 
Pocket Print 168 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General Reading. 
Adults Only, because of: Advanced Content and 
Style; Immoral Language Incidents. IIL Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. IV. Not Recommended Any 
Class Reader. 


LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER 


Samuel Carboy began all when, the day after 
Waterloo when the truth was not yet known and the 
rumor was sweeping London that Napoleon had beaten 
the Iron Duke, invaded the Stock Exchange and 
bought falling market acquire control several 
key businesses. Financial genius and organizational 
wizardry enable him build this start into gigantic 
banking and industrial empire, the greatest the era. 
Before could this however, forced his partner, 
George Ninian Grace, out Grace and Carboy, 
importing house, which now became Carboy and Com- 


pany. 
Samuel had son and and Isabelle. 
George Grace had son—Julian. Samuel’s coachman, 
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Dan Groody, had daughter Helen. this time, 
Hark Chaffery, London’s leading criminal, organized 
the last great Tontine, one class which Samuel, 
George and Dan entered their children. Tontines are 
simply combinations term insurance and lottery. En- 
rollment the class, for instance, involved 
one payment hundred guineas. The principal was 
left gather interest for thirty years. After that time 
the income each year was divided among the surviving 
members the class. The shares those who had 
died earlier went the survivors. the years rolled 
and the Reaper reaped, each survivor’s yearly share 
became greater until the last survivor stood gain 
income thirty thousand pounds per year. the first 
three quarters the story the Great Waterloo Tontine 
has little effect; the last quarter becomes domi- 
nating factor. Sam Carboy took over the management 
the Tontine. 

While Samuel Carboy building his empire, Alfred, 
after having been persuaded drop his love affair with 
Helen Groody, went America and married actress 
who bore him son, Samuel the Younger. Alfred died 
and the younger Sam was reared Helen Groody and 
then his grandfather until left for Africa make 
his fortune his own efforts. Julian, after short 
term service with Cochrane South America, mar- 
ried Winifred Ballard and their son Timothy soon 
faded out the picture after producing son Julian 
who was reared his grandfather. Isabelle married, 
succession, baronet, French count, Scottish 
marquis and finally duke but produced children. 
Helen Groody never married but reared niece, Nell 
Groody, who finally married Alfred Carboy, son 
Samuel the Younger. 

This has been barely listing characters whose lives 
are woven and interwoven into fascinating story 
which tells Samuel Carboy’s rise wealth and 
power, Isabelle’s selfishness, crusade against 
child labor, Helen Groody’s selfless love for others, 
romance and sorrow and everyday life. Not too 
much the plot the story can given except 
indicate that events finally come full cycle when Al- 
fred Carboy and Julian Grace, great-grandsons the 
originals finally restore Grace and Carboy firm 
after Samuel the Younger has permitted the Carboy 
empire collapse during worldwide depression. 


During the last quarter the story the Tontine again 
becomes important only three the original en- 
trants survive, Helen Groody, Julian Grace and Isabelle 
Carboy. not quite sporting reveal here who 
finally won the Tontine but there flurry intrigue 
introduced this point shady 
interests try make capital out the survivors. The 
ending rather lame and almost any reader can guess 
the final winner. There are host minor but in- 
teresting characters and whole series subplots and 
background woven into the main line the story. 
fact, and characterization are the strong 
points the entire book. Although general the 
moral tone the book good, there are incidents 
murder, amorality and immorality (all strictly char- 
acter and none over-offensive treatment) which 
render suitable only for adult readers. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 
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Mann, Thomas 
Confessions Felix Krull, Confidence Man 
Translated from the German Denver Lindley. Knopf, 
Sept. 19, 1955. 384p. $4.50. 
write this review September 17th, realize that 
have read other reviewer’s appraisal Mann’s 
final literary production before his death last summer, 
assume that all the reviews will favorable, and that 
each them incense will burned the base 
Thomas statue. the New Statesman and 
Nation August 20th, Crossman refers 
Mann “the greatest German them all.” the 
same magazine, the issue August 27th, Philip 
Toynbee quoted saying, “It exaggeration 
say that have lost the richest well the deepest 
living novelists, and posterity may well discover 
the works Mann genius more universal, yet more 
intimately representative his age, than that any 
other novelist the last half century.” Relative 
this novel being reviewed, Erich Heller quoted 
having commented the B.B.C., “With Felix Krull 
the world receives the gift which German literature 
has almost proverbially withheld, the great comic 
novel.” All this rather high praise, and presumably 
one should question it. the Commonweal 
September 16th, Mrs. 
presents article entitled, “The Essence Thomas 
Mann.” She evidently knew him and wrote accord- 
ingly but although read her article twice could not 
tell whether she was praising him criticizing him. 
realize that such method writing the approved 
one the highest literary circles but nevertheless 
annoying the “average” reader, who necessarily and 
naturally lives lower intellectual level. 


Since should not write the same passionless spirit 
which have just criticized, wish state bluntly that 
found the book tiresome and that recommend 
neither librarians nor other “average” readers. 
may “the great comic novel” Eric Heller affirmed; 
but found nothing that caused much smile 
any its 384 pages, and whatever else am, 
not morose melancholy. there great humor 
the book, well concealed. 


But more definite, and one should when 
breathing even criticism Thomas Mann, let 
mention why found the book tiresome and unappeal- 
ing. The novel account the life Felix Krull, 
born small city the Rhine Valley, from his in- 
fancy there until leave him Lisbon, his early 
twenties. During the interval grew his native 
Germany and then spent some time waiter 
hotel Paris. There comparatively little action 
the book, there difficulty following the 
sequence events. Felix Krull not inhibted any 
moral standards and lives accordingly. 
ally indifferent any requirements relative sexual 
conduct, and Mann incidentally makes this conduct 
very appealing. Certainly there reason given for 
any reader feel that sexual promiscuity 
There not line anywhere the book that even 
borders criticism such immorality. Toward the 
end the book there are many tiresome pages 
versation emanating from Professor Kuckuck Lisbon, 
directed toward Felix Krull, who welcomes them. 
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origin life the planet and materialistic evolu- 
tion presented seriously Mann, though were 
scientifically sound. Most the conversations that 
are recorded are unnatural and stilted, and that may 
why Heller found the book comical. that 
the basis the humor, certainly strained and tire- 
some. When one compares this book with, for ex- 
ample, Riccardo Bachelli’s Nothing New Under the 
Sun, the comparison clearly favor Bacchelli 
that ridiculous compare the two works. 
waste money buy this book; waste time 
read it. unfortunate that his Jast work 
Thomas Mann showed such absorption and ap- 
proval materialistic evolution and sexual promiscuity. 
They provided poor basis for his novel. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Pabel, Reinhold Enemies are Human 
Winston. Sept. 19, 1955. 248p. $3.50. 


Reinhold Pabel was born Germany time one 
the young generation Hitler came power. 
saw his father’s business washed down the drain in- 
flation, and saw the new Germany rising from the 
economic disaster the ’20’s. Because was promi- 
nent Catholic organization, was uncomfortable 
the Storm Troopers appeared, but somehow the 
program Nazism never touched him personal 
trouble. did not like the propaganda, but was 
not moved greatly, nor were millions other Germans 
like 

When war came 1939, Pabel went into the infantry. 
was shipped north during the war with Poland, and 
was among the first troops cross the border when 
the war with Russia came. fought the bitter cam- 
the invasion, moved with the victori- 
ous army people who received him gladly, was 
wounded and sent home just before the Eastern Front 
began collapse. 


From home was shipped the Italian Front, and 
that Front was captured the Americans 
hospitalization North Africa, was 
shipped prison camp America. 1945 tired 
his life prisoner war. dyed the 
letters his clothing successfully, and managed 
out the prison the time the 
arrested him 1953, had settled down 
Chicago, opend littie book married, and 
had become the father little boy. 


Pabel’s story more than interesting. man 
gifted with more than ordinary intelligence, and has 
passed through some the most significant action 
this century. saw the rise and fall Hitler, and 
the country his enemy became the country chose 
for the rest his life. then, this 
general diary the conversion man from one way 
life that path which call Americanism. What 
brought about that change? 


The obvious answer is, course, opportunity. But the 
obvious not sufficient explain Pabel completely. 
Certainly, faced with the choice being prisoner 


Pabel Jackson 149 


being free walk the streets Chicago, Pabel 
would have been something less than human choose 
the former. But Pabel has decided make Chicago— 
and America—his home. something more than 
his family. the realization that America has 
found place where freedom has greater depth than 
ever had Europe. 


Pabel’s reflections Nazism are interesting. There 
breast-beating, insistence that strove mightily 
defeat it. didn‘t particularly like it, but there 
was nothing done. took some hundreds 
divisions bring about the eventual downfall Hitler, 
was not going overthrown Pabel any 
group unhappy Germans. Hitler was brother 
had learn live with, and was able with 
little trouble. 


His observations America are more interesting. 
found the world into which was suddently thrust 
world contradictions. boasted utter righteous- 
ness, but saw its citizens, both and out the 
armed forces, cheating and stealing, even stealing his 
own belongings. watched doctor torture fellow 
German with the subtlest form psychological war- 
fare, and found the righteousness bit difficult 
take. boasted freedom, but during interview 
after his capture the was bitterly attacked 
when refused declare that America was the 
greatest country the world. had been bitten 
once the Master Race bug. 


Pabel America today, and will citizen this 
country. His story fascinating, and somewhat dis- 
turbing. Because was not born into this heritage, 
more conscious it. does not try explore 
all the little alleys thought opens this book, 
but there much room here for your own exploration. 
This may not great book, but very, very good 
hook. asks lot questions, and only can give 
the final answers. 


Jackson, Felix Help God 
Viking. Sept. 310p. $3.50. 


Gordon Beckwood was accused being Communist. 
Though the charge could not substantiated, “sena- 
tors, congressmen, and columnists whipped public opin- 
ion into hysterics, and everybody thought Gordon was 
guilty.” When fit depression Gordon commits 
suicide his defending counsel, Spencer Donovan, re- 
solves show the American people the harm that can 
done when allegation guilt twisted into 
proof guilt. 


The method that chooses write letter the 
Congressional Committee Un-American Activities 
which accuses himself being secret Com- 
munist for number years. hides his identity 
paper writer finds out about and his daily column 
brands Donovan Communist. The unfavorable 
publicity that follows almost ruins Donovan’s health, 
leads many unpleasant scenes with his personal 
friends and neighbors, and causes number his legal 
clients sever their connect with him. But last 
vindicated when appears nation-wide tele- 
vision program. 
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Felix Jackson, the author this intensely moving story, 
well-known writer for the movies and television. 
This his first novel but will certainly not his last, 
for his style clear, simple, readable, and packed with 
dramatic incidents that holds one’s attention through- 
out. must, however, take exception the pro- 
fanity that uses his dialogues times, some 
suggestive remarks throughout the book, and the 
love scenes between Donovan and another man’s wife. 


One further observation. rather disquieting 
note that Mr. Jackson generally describes those who are 
trying get rid Communism either fools hypo- 
crites. vigorously and rightfully defends the prin- 
ciple that man presumed innocent until 
proven guilty, but nowhere does show equal 
fervor condemning Communism for 
alien our American ideals, for its secret plotting 
the overthrow democratic governments, and for its 
callous disregard human rights, especially toward 


prisoners war. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Nordhoff, Walter The Journey the Flame 
Riverside Press. Sept. 295p. $3.75. 

1933 novel was published the Literary Guild, 
called The Journey the Flame, with the name An- 
tonio Fierro Blanco author, from the “telling” 
Don Juan Colorado. For number years the identity 
the author was intriguing literary secret, but 
enterprising student the book set out uncover the 
hidden narrator, and discovered him none other 
than Walter Nordoff. (Walter the father Charles 
Nordoff, half the team Mutiny the Bounty 
fame.) The present reissue done over the name 
Nordhoff, with explanatory notes harking back the 
original publication. 


new edition any novel something quite different 
from the original issue. represents, the part 
the publisher, considerable act faith the endur- 
ing value the work, and vote confidence its 
selling power. One must, therefore, count teeth bit 
more carefully reviewing such book. 


The Journey the Flame precisely what its title 
suggests, the narration journey that covers prac- 
tically the entire length Lower California and Cali- 
fornia. the story young man, impressionable, 
sopping the civilization the country moves 
through, acting and reacting with all the innocence and 
vigor youth. Through the eyes Don Juan 
meet the people the entire Pacific Coast, and 
this particular aspect the book which has made 
something more than merely story, but rather 
commentary history, religion, and even philosophy 
the people who settled there. 

The book magnificently written. has convincing, 
superb lyricism carrying the narrative along, never step- 
ping into the area precious phraseology, yet holding 
the prose far above the stylistic dullness which has be- 
come almost fad the novel. 


there any notable fault the novel, lies Nord- 
hoff’s evaluation the beliefs the people. Tor- 
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tilla Flat, Steinbeck found himself confronted with the 
problem putting the beliefs, valid and superstitious, 
the Mexicans California into action. did 
humorously, honestly, sadly, and always kindly. The 
Pirate one the most reverent figures modern 
fiction. seems that Nordhoff misses when 
steps into the area beliefes. does not quite grasp 
the essential reverence the Mexicans, and their 
stand out nearly blasphemous. 


This very interesting work fiction, only because 
its unusual subject matter. But not feel that 
great and enduring work fiction. Nordhoff has 
stand against Steinbeck evaluating the lives 
the Mexican peasant, have large bill 
And cagey bettor. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Grubb, Davis Dream Kings 
Scribner. Sept. 26,1955. 357p. $3.95. 


There seems little doubt, least the mind this 
reviewer, that Mr. Grubb has tried produce dif- 
ferent novel—different from his brooding thriller The 
Night the Hunter, and different from any previous 
novel about the Civil War. Yet seems have 
aimed achieve that difference combining the 
atmosphere his earlier novel with the actual back- 
ground the War between the States. masterful 
technique handling the unusual, use splendid 
imagery that cascades and ripples through his 
believe world, sheer style, Mr. Grubb deserves lavish 
praise. Yet the total effect this reviewer was 
sisting conviction unreality. Perhaps Mr. Grubb had 
mind some stark Greek tragedy, unrelieved the 
humanity the characters; perhaps meant 
depict the Ohio river-bottoms world frightening 
the ghost and banshee haunted bogs Ireland. 
has succeeded certainly creating and maintaining 
murky and funereal and macabre atmosphere that 
might, seems reflection, have been much more 
convincing for having few light colors let for 
trast. 


This simply the story the teen-age romance Tom 
Cristopher and Cathie Hornbrook; both whom the 
ages sixteen and eighteen seem more like fugitives 
from Freudian psychiatrist’s case book than two live 
normal children. Mr. Grubb had let these youngsters 
play duck the rock, cops and robbers, Indians 
and colonists just once his pages, instead forever 
moping graveyards, poking about musty attics and 
gloomy pantries, forever the while reminiscing about 
things which seem never have entered into normal 
childhood fancies, then maybe The Dream Kings 
might smash hit. The sexual climax toward which 
the two are fumbling obviously arrived after 
pages; the aftermath the climax steep downhill 
run. That Tom should rush off fight the First 
Battle Manasses expurgate the “night bed” 
with Cathie really too far-fetched for credence, 
less, possible, this reviewer misses the entire ethos 
the book. 
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The episode Tom Cristopher serving under Stone- 
wall Jackson done the same overall style the 
entire novel. There are magnificent flashes fine de- 
scription actual conflict and the emotions the 
“boys butternut.” And, times, too few times, 
Aunt Sarah, Dulcie, Cynthie, Toot, Suse, Doctor Willie 
flash briefly alive. But for the most the time they 
seem fogged the dream world which Cathie, the 
heroine, lives; the dream she has conjured about her 
runaway father, Abijah, whom she believes destined 
return king shining armor, bringing her the 
spell majesty. does not and will not return. 
Cathie’s world only dream kings. there 
allegory some mystic meaning this, this reviewer 


missed it. 
Berkeley Kines, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Mark, David The Long Chance 
Messner. Sept. 252p. $3.75. 


Evan Victor Loeser, the protagonist this novel, hun- 
gered. His was “horse player’s Evan had 
studied actor; later became salesman, and 
still later longshoreman. But had never held 
job more than three months. lived with his wife, 
but longed for the day when could win enough 
obtain divorce and marry his mistress. owed 
over $6,000 and had cheated some the waterfront 
loan-sharks. Most the background Evan’s life 
evealed through flashbacks loses $500 
Jamaica during the course the day. While the 
track recognizes gunman from the waterfront who 
obviously trailing him. After losing the $500 Evan 
flees the track pursued the gangster. Evan goes 
the apartment one his former mistresses and bor- 
rows more money from her; then the apartment 
his present mistress; then home his wife; then the 
cemetery where from the plot number his mother’s 
grave obtains his bet for the next day’s daily double. 


The Long Chance derives from the hard-boiled school 
fiction. The sentences are short and staccato, and 
atter while they clump unmercifully like pounding 
hoofbeats cobblestones. The author’s intention 
show the gambling fever that can possess and ruin 
man laudable, but one feels should not done 
the manner James Cain James Hadley 
Chase. Indeed, were done well some Cain 
and Chase—a small some, sure—then wee bit 
applause might order; however, The Long 
Chance done more the manner Mickey Spillane. 
mind, nothing more damaging could said. 


Patton, Frances Gray Piece Luck 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 26, 1955. 248p. $3.00. 

This book comprised thirteen short stories, and 
written Southern author who won considerable 
for her Good Morning, Miss Dove. Half the 
stories concern adolescents: high school girls and their 
problems; young man going his first college 
college boy from the North falling love 
with Southern girl; young lad playing trick 
his mother’s maid; young child who thought his 
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teacher literally “killed two birds with one stone”; 
young girl who refuses give piece bread 
Negro convict chain gang. The remaining stories 
are about variety subjects: woman grieving over 
her father’s death; demented vicar who conceives 
real baby with wings; two middle-aged ladies—one 
wealthy, the other struggling economically—who knew 
each other well children and who meet after many 
years’ separation; colored man verbally outwitting 
preacher; the acceptance mother the army en- 
listment her son; and tale about the animosity that 
the Civil War can still arouse between Northerners 
and Southerners. 


This collection stories, (two excepted), ordinary 
and mediocre. Spring Motif” and Piece 
Bread” are the only tales that rise all above vapidity. 
Most these stories are the type written for the first 
meeting college creative writing class. 
situations treated trivial manner form very in- 
sipid book. There freshness, sparkle, tang 
the narrative, and there thinness easily apparent. 
After reading this book one feels the necessity re- 
reading Frank O’Connor just reassured about 
short story writing talent. 


Weinreb, Nathaniel 

Doubleday. Sept. 316p. $3.95. 
The scene Persia. Prince Memucan plots usurp 
the throne Xerxes and succeeds having Queen 
Vashti banished from the realm. Against Memucan’s 
wishes Esther chosen queen, while Haman, one 
men, rises influence. Haman gives false 
testimony Xerxes, and result Memucan ex- 
ecuted. Haman plots against the Jews, but through 
Esther’s intervention, Xerxes agrees spare her people. 


This novel retelling the Biblical story Esther. 
not surprising that many popular novelists 
choose Biblical themes. The Bible, addition its 
spiritual value, such superb repository narrative 
treasures. Even novelist brings little the Biblical 
narrative, the story itself generally worth the tell- 
ing. case point. Weinreb’s book lacks 
the detailed, historical backgrounds competent Bibli- 
cai novels, such those Sholem Asch. Weinreb’s 
book also lacks the depth characterization and the 
“purple patches” that one found frequently Lloyd 
Douglas’ Biblical tales. There amateurish quality 
about the original, inventive part Weinreb’s story, 
Haman made into much greater fool than 
believable, and some Memucan’s plots seem school- 
boyish and unrealistic. And yet, the story Esther 
entertaining and interesting spite the author’s 
ineptness. 


Esther 


Fergusson, Bernard The Rare Adventure 
Rinehart. Sept. 26, 1955. 246p. $2.75. 

When retired Colonel Allan Larg inherited the family 
mansion Scotland, became interested one 
his black sheep ancestors. The century 
Larg had become important Moslem ruler called 
Merhametsiz the island Seknou off the coast 
Tunisia. Deciding learn more about the mys- 
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terious Merhametsiz, Allan Larg and his wife set 
out for Seknou. Upon their arrival they become in- 
volved revolt against the French led the Seknou 
descendants Allan learns that his 
Seknou cousins expect him and his wife join the 
insurgents; hence, the Scottish visitors are pre- 
dicament. the midst the revolt Allan taken 
the rebels’ headquarters, and there number weird 
events occur. reveal these events and the denoue- 
ment the novel would ruin the suspense the story. 


Although The Rare Adventure Fergusson’s first 
novel, the work competent and satisfactory 
tale experienced hand. The style leisurely, 
poised, and mature—typical British prose its best. 
sure, this not profound novel: there 
deep character analysis and there tortured soul- 
seeking. tale intrigue, adventure, and excite- 
ment. similar Alfred Hitchcock movie, 
bizarre story Poe, episode from the career 
Sherlock Holmes. good yarn, and indeed, well 


worth reading. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Bjorn, Thyra Ferre Papa’s Wife 

Papa’s wife the title Swedish heroine who com- 
bines the virtues Katherine Forbes’ Mama, Clarence 
Day’s Mother (Vinnie), and Mother Gilbreth 
Cheaper the Dozen. The story graphically presents 
the problems life minister’s family Swedish 
Lapland, problems which are easily solved through the 
religious fervor and native intelligence Maria, for- 
merly maid parsonage, who married Reverend 
Pontus Franzon and thus becomes Mama his eight 
children. 


order that her family might enjoy educational oppor- 
tunities unavailable Lapland, Papa, (through his 
wife’s ingenuity), accepts pastorate Berkeley Hills, 
Massachusetts. the story ends, the family has 
adjusted American life, has substantial yearly in- 
come, and includes medical student, farmer, 
writer, preacher, preacher’s wife and three happy 
teen-agers; and the widowed Mama about become 
Grandmother Franzon. 


times the writing stilted and the pace the 
account much too slow. The description the scen- 
ery, customs, festivals northern Sweden make this 
worthwhile reading for young and old, long they 
warned evidence superstition and incredible 
guilt-complex displayed the Reverend Franzon who 
feels sinfully responsible for the size his family. 
must have known better, fact. 


Lenore Philbin, 
Throop, Pennsylvania 
Kennelly, Ardyth Home 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 376p. $4.00. 


This intensely feminine book, completely harmless 
and possessing times certain nostalgic charm. Set 


Best 


the last century, follows the familiar formula 
the sweet-natured, loving woman, the capable wife and 
mother who sheds happiness and peace, (we almost 
said sweetness and light), wherever she goes and who 
tries make over some her neighbors, both the 
churlish and the spineless. The only note originality 
the story comes from the fact that all the characters 
are Mormon Salt Lake City and that the main motif 
the jealousy the two wives Olaf Ecklund, 
jealousy which one them, (Linnea, the heroine), 
does her best keep within bounds. Character-draw- 
ing practically non-existent: the men and women are 
types, all them, the men extremely shadowy types, 
The book chiefly readable for the “folksy” quality 
the dialogue, the atmosphere the gaslight era, and 
glimpses Mormon customs and beliefs. This appears 
Miss Kennelly’s fourth book; but she has curious 
immaturities style and construction places; while 
the ending sophomoric its artificiality. The book 
can, however, recommended unreservedly all 
lovers sopa-opera and all who want rest-cure. 


Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College, 
Purchase, New York 


Paradise, Jean Savage City 


Crown. Sept. 319p. $3.95. 

New Yorkers may not like it, but Savage City refers 
Their Town, they like call it. This historical 
novel the New York the seventeen hundreds, 
thrown into panic imaginary rising its colored 
slaves, and the equally imaginary threatened invasion 
the Spanish Fleet. the mistrust and suspicion 
spread, accusation became too fantastic be- 
lieved. Even some among the respected citizens found 
ence. 


But not completely certain whether this first novel 
Jean Paradise merely telling the story the slave 
rebellion 1741, perhaps treating men and 
events our own day under the guise times long 
past. Not that there word the twentieth cen- 
tury this novel, unless implication, showing 
example what mass hysteria, bigotry and prejudice 
and pride can produce among men. 


Savage City Saturday Matinee fare—strong action, 
violence and sin, weak artistry and character study. 
Jean Paradise her best story teller. Her action, 
while exaggerated and somewhat improbable, moves 
along sprightly enough, but warning the dan- 
gers rule hysteria, she less convincing. 


The conflicts this novel are not those the eternally 
restless human spirit, torn between good and evil, out 
which true significant literature comes birth. 
Rather, they concern particular situations clearly 
right wrong that they leave very little room for any 
true struggle the spirit: whipping captive seaman 
with thousand stripes merely because happens 
both colored and Spanish; promising pardon 
condemned slave exchange for confession, 
then refusing honor the promise; evicting family 
many small children with little warning. 
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Savage City makes interesting pastime reading, but 
neither artistic nor mature enough delay long the 


serious reader. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Stirling, Monica The Boy Blue 
Coward-McCann. Sept. 12, 1955. 254p. $3.00. 

Laurent young composer, resident near Paris and 
bearing, but not burdened with memories the loss 
his family the “Saint Roch massacre.” 
successful writer popular songs and aspiring seri- 
ous composer. Apparently has but one friend, 
entertainment-world jack-of-all-trades. This friend en- 
gages Laurent write background music for the first 
series television shows the theme “Famous 
Homes” and Laurent visits the first home obtain im- 
pressions for his score. meets there the 42-year-old 
widowed and beautiful owner. Laurent’s “sentimental 
education” begins and follows the youth-and-age course. 
Accepted lover the wealthy and lovely widow, 
Laurent still finds interest his own age group. Through 
his liaison, supposed “grow” and “mature” 
resolution the “problems” found when the dis- 
parate lovers simultaneously and casually relinquish 
each other resume their nomal careers. 

Some merit style and observation does not obscure 
the meretriciousness this novel nor the fundamental 
immorality its thesis. Discriminating adults might 
read this, though they will probably need recom- 
mendation pass trivial stuff. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Niland, D’Arcy The Shiralee 
William Sloan Associates. Sept. 14, 1955. 250p. $3.50. 

was chore keep the memory The Shiralee, 
D’Arcy Niland, mind long enough write this re- 
view it. The book unimportant content 
style that one those stories quickly read 
and quickly forgotten. Not that the book has any 
terrible flaws; the style not utterly flat, the theme 
not without charm. simply, far this reviewer 
concerned, has positive merit recommend it, 
unless one could say that the author’s familiarity with 
the wandering life Australia one. But here, the 
idea overdone. Some the slang introduced 
the expense intelligibility. True,-there glossary 
such slang the back the book, but this reviewer’s 
attitude was that the local color was not fascinating 
worth the trouble. 

However, taking objective attitude toward the book, 
and, more important, toward the majority its pos- 
sible readers, can said that many people will find 
enjoyable. The theme that father’s attitude 
toward his four-year-old daughter, its development 
from irritation love. This plot, although has been 
one many times infinitely better, has great deal 
Power interest the sentimental. All readers should 
enjoy the really good portrayal Desmond, minor 
character, and fellow wanderer, like the Macauley’s, 
father and daughter, the Australian plains. 
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few passages relating illicit sexual relations con- 
templation same, restrict this novel adult con- 
sumption. 
Eileen Anne Downey, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Cooper, Madison The Haunted Hacienda 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 303p. $3.75. 


The author what must have been the biggest turkey 
ever published the history the American novel, 
Sironia, Texas—almost certainly the longest novel pub- 
lished now the English language and one 
which, probably for sheer size, was recipient Hough- 
ton Mifflin Fellowship Award and the 1952 McMurray 
award—has written another long-winded story about 
Texas the Panhandle, (or vice versa), which seems 
fated for the roasting pan. The only hint anything 
like style the course this turgid melange oddly 
assorted charcaters aggravating plethora dashes 
indicate breath-stops hesitations abrupt shifts 
thought the conversations the many people who 
talk and talk and talk, all with these dashes spacing 
their phrases. Whether this novel—well, what else can 
you call—is post-Sironian or—ahem—ante-Sironian is— 
well, it’s hard say what but is—like its prede- 
cessor-in-print. There seems, however, have been 
some attempt organize the material hand which 
would seem place after the two-volume thing. 
And there is, help me, some show better taste 
the restraint used getting into the “romantic” situa- 
tions. And spite its many crudities, make some 
excuse for the editors who passed for publication, 
the story moves, however turgidly and awkwardly from 
episode episode. 

Briefly, The Haunted Hacienda, somewhat mislead- 
ing title, since the ruin which thus called figures very 
little, though possibly symbolically intent, the 
action), recounts the adventures Guido Celli, 
young Italo-American from Chicago, the little town 
Plaza, Texas (Panhandle region). has been sent, 
outraged father, work the family wine works 
California after getting mixed with Pia Hosack, 
wife Antonio’s close friend Mike. Guido comes 
Plaza visit Fant Culloden, whom has met 
Chicago, and also delay his exile California and 
partly thus defy his father’s orders. taken tow 
Lucretia Cryle Jones, widow and self-styled nurse 
(polite, seems, for abortionist); gets “mixed up” with 
Mexican trollop Benigna, has flirtation with Cherry, 
eldest daughter the Spires; and, seemingly, winds 
with respectful affection for nice girl named 
Clarice, after resisting Pia who has followed him 
Plaza. The relations the Spire and Culloden house- 
holds half told, half hinted at; Guido succeeds 
captivating the respect nasty little brat one 
could imagine, Brother Baby Spire, and Mr. Fant. 
There are some scenes Baptist Church services and 
box-supper which will offend the portrayal the 
minister lascivious Bible-shouter. 


But the book makes the reader uncomfortable, time 
after time, its sniggering undertones and overtones; 
and the suspicion that the writer has been letting 
his more lurid phantasizing supply want more dis- 
ciplined imagination. One hopes that the talent the 


154 Mirvish Daninos Avery 


author has will get and accept direction and learn some 
the fundamentals craftsmanship. may that 
his publishers have done him great favor printing 
this book stands. 


Mirvish, Robert Red Sky Midnight 
William Sloane Associates. Sept. 348p. $3.95. 
Mr. Mirvish was himself radio officer the Merchant 
Marine and during World War made three runs 
across the North Atlantic Murmansk, that this 
novel about radio officer freighter making the 
run Murmansk 1942 has about solid authen- 
ticity. Eddie Booth, the radio officer the story, meets 
Russian woman Murmansk who older than 
is, speaks six languages and cultivated person un- 
fortunately and unhappily married Russian Navy 
Commander from whom she would have been divorced 
long ago were not for the change State attitudes 
toward divorce shortly after their casual State marriage. 
Because the convoy held Murmansk for 
months, and because Eddie himself inquiring turn 
mind, trying learn what can about Russia, 
becomes friends with Tanya Svaboda and only shortly 
before they are scheduled leave the port enters into 
love affair with her. When, later Scotland waiting 
for another cargo, learns that Tanya have 
baby, frantic get back her, for deeply 
love with her. his dismay, his ship goes Arch- 
angelsk and refused permission make trip 
Murmansk. finally wangles transportation there 
and Tanya agrees escape from Russia and join 
him soon possible afterward. That the slim 
story; but the real story more that the Evening 
Star, the freighter Eddie sails on, and its crew fight- 
ing through hazards submarine and air attacks, icy 
storms, personal antipathies, all under the red sky 
arctic midnights. Mr. Mirvish’s great credit his 
ability evoke sailor talk without feeling the need 
muddy with profanity and obscenity. Here 
author who writes well and decently. opinion, 
might have been more effective had Mr. Mirvish 
written this story the the personal 
narrative Eddie Booth; the only awkwardnesses there 
are this better than average novel arise from long 
descriptive passages devoted presenting Eddie’s emo- 
tions and reactions and similar passages which are pure- 
descriptive the air attacks the lurking fear 
submarines, which seem too divorced from some human 
emotion. The character Big John, frustrated me- 
chanic who wants more than anything else pass his 
examination for engineer’s license, and his tragic 
death epic achievement which gives added strength 
the story. Adults will find themselves remembering 
several the characters board the Evening Star 
for days after finishing the book. 


Daninos, Pierre 
The Notebooks Major Thompson 
Knopf. Sept. 19,1955. 213p. $2.95. 


Pierre Daninos invented the very British—public school, 
Oxon, pukka sahib, retired army officer and veteran 
wars and big game shooting “all over the 
1954 for series articles Figaro, the Paris equiva- 


lent (after its own fashion, course) the New York 
and/or London Times. Major the Honorable William 
Marmaduke Thompson, D.S.O., O.B.E., married 
French wife when his British first wife was killed 
1931, and thereafter took residence France. Aged 
fifty-two, ruddy faced and white-mustached, 
tures after twenty years among them interpret the 
French from sympathetic Britisher’s point view, 
For the knowledgeable reader, the comparisons—con- 
trasts—are chucklesome, page after page. The British 
are pleasantly ticked off for their fancies, foibles and 
formalities; so, too, are the French. Only “sleeve” 
water, more than miles wide its narrowest, 
separates these two disparate nations: Anglo-Saxons 
and Latin-Gauls. They seem different day from 
dark; yet, they serve complement each other, even 
reverse sides the same coin common human- 
ity. well-written, admirably 
Robin Farn, amusingly illustrated Robert 
and excellently printed and bound Knopf, this book 
will not sell here anywhere near the 400,000 
copies has already achieved France. But 
serves similar succés fou for its urbanity, its shrewd 
observation, its epigrammatic quotability. who 
France and England will delighted 
with it. 


Avery, Ira The Five Fathers Pepi 
Sept. 1955. 215p. $3.00. 


This surprisingly charming and completely capti- 
vating book which may easily become one the year’s 
best sellers. Indeed, almost incredible than 
American with the name Avery could write per- 
ceptively and with precise rightness about Italian 
people living small village along the coast the 
Italian Riviera, called Finale Ligure, which rises four 
levels from the sea—the beach, the the 
vineyards and farms, and the pastures the mountain 
slopes. this Mr. Avery’s first novel, writer 
watched for the future. has the grace 
economy and insight and the great gift knowing what 
not say. This good writing, indeed. Let success 
not spoil Ira Avery. 


Pepi was, was figured, five years old the time 
wandered from nowhere into the life Giorgio Cap- 
pelletti, handsome young bachelor who ran his beach 
cabana rental service during the summer and, the 
winter, worked the iron mines. Giorgio smiled 
Pepi and Pepi attached himself Giorgio, who there- 
after took care him until and his four friends 
Carlo, Jacopo, Benozzo, and Vittore could decide which 
American tourist could take him for adoption. All 
efforts unload Pepi onto suitably rich and receptive 
tourists failed for year, during which Giorgio grew 
more attached Pepi than realized. But Giorgio 
was bit thick-headed, especially now that was 
dazzled the thought Maria Bonelli. Then 
able American couple did come the Hotel Finale 
Ligure, and they wanted adopt Pepi. Maria was 
help Giorgio, insisting must make his own 
sions and stop deferring the committee the other 
four who thought themselves much Pepi’s father 
was Giorgio. 
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course, all going end happily, and Father Luigi 
will have marriage bless. But the story Pepi and 
Giorgio beautifully told; and Vittore, Benozzo, Jacopo, 
and Carlo come ingratiating life against the warmth 
Finale Ligure. This true sentiment; not senti- 
mentality. story all will enjoy. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Heyer, Georgette Bath Tangle 


Putnam. Aug. 312p. $3.50. 


Bath Tangle the story two titled ladies and their 
romantic (?) adventures the resort town Bath. 
The young, wealthy widow the Earl Spenborough, 
Fanny Carlow, “pretty but timid,” takes her vivacious 
step-daughter, Serena, Bath that they might 
wait out the prescribed period mourning for the Earl 
comparative peace. Serena four years Fanny’s 
senior, and Lady born. She supposedly possessed 
great beauty and intelligence. She actually seems 
rather noisy, self-assertive young woman determined 
obtain her own way. romances are the main 
theme the story. They are not particularly romantic. 
Her main interest her former fiancé, the Marquis 
Motherham, tall, dark, handsome man unusuai 
temper. The story goes and on. 


From the list published titles, exact, the 
works Georgette Heyer must popular among some 
group the reading public. According the dust 
cover she “famous for her tales the Regency period 
But takes more than facts make 
good novel. most can considered harmless; 
least, worthless. $3.50 pretty high price pay 
unless one has mad passion for Miss Heyer’s works. 


Jeanne Marie Popecki, 


Washington, 


The Best American Short Stories 1955 
Edited Martha Foley. Mifflin. Sept. 29, 
1955. 404p. $4.00. 


This year’s twenty-five “best” American short stories 
are concerned with great variety interesting char- 
acters—a rabbinical student search wife through 
the good offices old-world marriage broker; 
badly wounded Korean veteran with great decision 
make; latter-day member the lost generation 
contemporary Paris with what for him equally 
grave problem; some common farm folk town for 
the day (and night); ancient anthropological pro- 
fessor who makes strange sacrifices even stranger 
gods; middle-aged man who returns his hometown 
relive briefly and part his “lost youth”; 
respected member the station-wagon set who con- 
siders and then rejects (for woodworking his base- 
ment) the charms the family baby-sitter; magnetic 
and mysterious Mexican who once excites and repels 
the clientele greasy beanery with his shrieks which 
are half song and half wail; devout Brother whose 
devotion tested; and numerous children including 
Little Joe” who lives deliberately many syllabled 
world childish fantasy. 
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And the stories which these people find themselves 
are generally equally interesting. But, very few them 
manage rise above the level the ordinary. 
matter fact, justify the inclusion here 
Judith Merril’s Dead Center, for this story repre- 
sents the “best” short science fiction, the category 
might better have been eliminated entirely. There are, 
however, least three stories which stand out, and the 
best these Flannery O’Connor’s Circle the 
Fire which she describes with admirable restraint and 
deliberate slowness pace three cruelly calculating 
children they succeed terrorizing farm house- 
hold. Marvin Mudrick’s The Professor and the Poet 
also good. shows amusingly and effectively 
the antics alcoholic Irish poet college lecture 
tour through thinly disguised portrait recently 
deceased Welsh poet. And finally, Joe Coogan’s The 
Decline and Fall Augie Sheean gives delightful 
picture youngster who, after much adolescent soul- 
searching, manages come out from under his mother’s 
overly pious wing. 


Yet, despite these and other stories such representa- 
tive names John Cheever, Oliver Farge, Irwin 
Shaw, Wallace Stegner, Eudora Welty, and Mark Van 
Doren this selection can hardly said represent 
vintage year the American short story. 


Matthew O’Rourke, 
Department English, 
University 


Crabb, Alfred Leland Peace Bowling Green 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 27, 1955. 328p. $3.755. 

pleasant tale the origin and rise Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. This the latest series the same 
author life the Kentucky-Tennessee region our 
country. From the time that the first settlers arrive, 
view the growth the town, then the factional 
strife border location during the Civil War, and 
finaaly the hoped for peace. 


hard classify the novel for though written 
very simple style, not detailed enough 
historical. lacks the spice action adventur- 
ous and though the descendants the original settlers, 
even the third generation, get married, not 
romantical. 

There smattering homespun philosophy, when 
the old judge turns the argument young upstart 
lawyer against himself, and young Virgil Covington 
sells his Uncle Trez mare “as she stands” (dead 
and tied upright fence). But, there could more 
such stories and much less description the land 


and fields and skies. 


does, however, contain lesson for all. Peace 
Bowling Green obtained through the foresight and 
love mankind Jacob Skiles and his son. Their 
feeling and pride the community are infectious and 
spread others. Though families are split wide 
the Civil War, they are being brought together, the 
story ends, the spirit those who are kindly. “It 
was dark world, but many were left, eager light its 


lamps.” 
John Cullen, LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
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Wagoner, David Money Money Money 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 30, 1955. 241p. $3.50. 


Poor Willy Grier! During the space about four days, 
more deplorable things happened him than should 
more ironic, Willy Grier was not normal person. 
Mentally retarded from birth, lawyer friend adminis- 
tered for Willy the property that had been left him 
aunt. parents were dead the time the 
story opens. Willy was living Hammond, Indiana, 
not far from Chicago. The misfortunes for Willy began 
when accidentally found drowned gangster, in- 
tentionally drowned, may add, and reported the 
find the police, good citizen should under 
such circumstances. Before long, the dead gangster’s 
girl friend made contact with Willy, and Willy’s rela- 
tions with other gangsters developed, and they de- 
veloped they grew steadily worse, far Willy was 
concerned. That development constitutes the story. 


The feature that differentiates this book from other 
gangster stories the fact that Willy Grier had 
conception the meaning money. 
learned somewhat confusedly that gangsters like money, 
and believed that took twenty-five thousand 
dollars Laban, the head gangster, that Laban would 
give Lena, the dead gangster’s girl friend, Willy, who 
had become interested Lena. The story humorous 
and tragic turns, but consistently interesting. Some 
almost unbelievable situations are created and made 
seem normal the reader. The language times be- 
comes coarse and does the action, one would 
expect book that was never intended for spiritual 
reading. Every character the book emerges dis- 
tinct personality, practically all them contemptible. 


There seems particular reason why anyone 
should read this book, but will keep any reader’s 
interest, from its peaceful beginning its hectic ending. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Boulle, Pierre Not the Glory 


Vanguard. Sept. 22,1955. 235p. $3.50. 


Old-fashioned readers the work the late Phillips 
Oppenheim will not take amiss his type story- 
telling returns now and then. They will discover with 
satisfaction general similarity between the old master’s 
The Great Impersonation and Not the Glory, short, 
new novel Pierre Boulle. Not the Glory mere 
echo the older work, and clever twist given the 
plot just its crisis justifies the new tale the old 
theme. 


William Conrad represented himself Scotch-Polish 
refugee from Nazi Europe, and made name for 
himself loyal guest Britain during the early por- 
tion the late war. distinguished himself the 
field, particularly the retreat Dunkirk, and when 
leg injury sustained battle forced him back into 
civilian life, proved himself masterly commentator 
the journalistic field. highly regarded were both 
his devotion his adopted country and his ability 
formulate morale-building propaganda that was 
commissioned master-mind all counter-propaganda 
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Britain during the dark days after the Nazis con- 
quered eastern Europe. His success was apparent 
and swift that even Churchill personally thanked 
him for his efforts. 


Yet all the time Conrad was the object surveillance 
agents the British intelligence operating under 
Sir Wallace Goodfellow. Lady Goodfellow had made 
protégé Conrad, but that did not prevent her 
band from following faint suspicion that Conrad was 
something other than seemed. All Sir Wallace 
knew was that leading Nazi agent the Danzig coup 
had not been located after Danzig went Nazi. There 
was little support his suspicion that Conrad and the 
missing plotter were one and the same. question- 
able correspondence had been unearthed; meetings 
with disaffected persons had been discovered. One 
letter from gushing admirer Conrad’s was being 
combed for coded message the face every reason- 
able evidence that was entirely innocent. 


The result, course, was that Sir Wallace was right: 
the popular idol was well-concealed Nazi agent. 
When second message was sent Conrad arrange 
his meeting with Hitler representative London 
hotel, Sir Wallace was ready apprehend him. And 
there the plot leaves the Oppenheim pattern, for Con- 
rad had that time become the victim his own 
personification loyal Englishman and never 
meets the Fuhrer’s man. Instead re-enlists the 
British army, goes North Africa and loses his life 
that campaign. 

The story slight almost any standards, but 
told with simple skill that makes the author appear 
conscious his obligation his readers. pretends 
more than does, and his pen sure 
smooth. Not the Glory well worth the short 
time its reading requires. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Matthiessen, Peter Partisans 


Viking. 178p. $3.00. 


Peter Matthiessen’s second novel stylistically piece 
good writing, but the quality its prose handi- 
capped inadequacies incident and character that 
vitiate suspense. Since the plot lacks the acceleration 
and dramatic crises necessary novel pursuit, 
must depend upon psychological delineation its 
conflict else become frankly novel idea. The 
involvement colorless hero vague groping for 
political philosophy, however, fails provide either 
value fully. 


the age fourteen, the course his father’s 
consular service Spain, Barney Sand met and was 
befriended refugee American Communist name 
Jacobi. Years later, while working for news service 
Paris, learns that Jacobi being held the Party 
for liquidation grounds suspected treason. 
resclves find Jacobi, for three reasons: 
tion the favor, for journalistic scoop, and settle 
the doubts about American political ideology that Jacobi 
had sowed years before. 
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Barney’s seargh begins with underground contact 
named Rudi Gleize. This utterly unprincipled oppor- 
tunist places him the home two Bohemians lost 
the Parisian underworld; through them, after passing 
inspection several dope and drinking soirees and 
surviving further test Sara’s drunken promiscuity, 
Barney meets Marat, one the Party leaders. Marat 
first tries indoctrinate him but eventually leads him 
the imprisoned Jacobi. There learns that Gleize, 
never wasteful asset, has sold him the Party 
under charge espionage; the meeting with Jacobi has 
been arranged simply trap each man evidence 
against the other. Some quick thinking Jacobi, how- 
ever, foils this plot, and the two make separate escapes. 
Barney foregoes his scoop and instead sets out for the 
United States reassured about his national heritage. 


the course this tenuous plot and desultory search, 
one senses vaguely that Barney trying come 
grips with himself, form philosophy, mature. 
The delineation, however, not forceful, gripping, 
realistic. Barney never becomes fully alive vehe- 
mently needful the shadowy something seeks. 
Jacobi could much more interesting person, but 
remains ghost the background for most the book. 
Barney’s father, wholly loyal diplomat who refused 
ambassadorial promotion because the Jacobi taint, 
provides bitter moral against hysterical guilt asso- 
ciation; Jacobi, moreover, ironic counterpart 
this respect, since rejected the 
for mere suspicion despite intense service their cause. 
This element, however, casual and provides the- 
matic depth offset the sparse and slow-paced narra- 
tive. necessary occurrence, though not 
defense, Communist viewpoints well the view 
the seamy side Paris restricts the book properly 


adults. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Groussard, Serge German Officer 
Putnam. Sept. 218p. $3.00. 

Contrary the indication given the dust cover, this 
not the first work this author presented 
the American public. Last year his novel, The Woman 
With Past (Dutton, 1954), which had won the Prix 
Femina France, was well received both this coun- 
try and England. Antonia White has translated this 
novel excellently. 

The winter 1946 was one experienced 
Europe lifetime. Colonel Karl Bruecker the 
Wehrmacht, decorated with the Iron Cross, his left 
sleeve empty, his right foot half gone, searched the 
garbage pails Cologne order try keep alive; 
slept wherever found place lay his wretched 
body down. often dreamed his happy home 
Dresden, his wife and his children. But where were 
they What could for them found 
them? The conquerors question him and question him, 
day after day, about his war actions. each an- 
swers proudly and justly: soldier, acted 
soldier; obeyed orders, all orders. 

His wife and children, released from the Russians, re- 
join him. Cleared last the de-Nazification court, 
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and his wife try re-establish home. Bruecker’s 
spirit the face suffering, accusation, suspicion 
and sheer misery remain undauntedly that the adel- 
offizier. still truly soldier, devoted its coun- 
try, its leader, and ready obey. 


Groussard writes this novel with typical French realism, 
full emotion tension and excitement. de- 
lineates the German officer: his mind, his attitude, his 
respect for authority. Groussard may not admire this 
attitude the mind the Prussian colonel; but 
does not take issue with it; merely presents the case. 


German Officer well told, somewhat more 
psychological analysis than story; but the skillful 
translation recreates the atmosphere and skilled crafts- 


manship gifted writer. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 


Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Coxe, George Harmon Top Assignment 


Knopf. Sept. 19,1955. 214p. $2.75. 


entry into the United States, Communist muscle 
men, murder retaliation for blackmail—all these are 
Larry Palmer’s top assignment when Bulletin picture 
contest winner strangled. Extremely well plotted, 
this thirty-fifth production (by one the more com- 
petent mystery writers plying pen) almost collapses 
from uneven pace and curiously uninteresting 
filtration and the handling that part the plot 
the F.B.I. makes novel and timely tie-in with the 
blackmail-murder motif. Not really “top” 
ment for this author. 

John Coppinger, 

Management Services Division, 

General Electric Company, 

New York, New York 


Fleming, Ian Moonraker 


Macmillan. Sept. 20,1955. 220p. $2.75. 

This real Secret Service thriller with adventure, 
intrigue, romance and derring-do all combined into 
fast-paced, fairly hard-boiled story espionage and 
vengeance. James Bond, the super-Secret Service agent, 
introduced into the case when asked in- 
vestigate possible cheating cards Hugo Drax, 
eccentric millionaire who building the rocket, Moon- 
which England’s ultimate defense against ag- 
gression. After giving Drax lesson cheating the 
tune fifteen thousand pounds, Bond assigned 
security officer the rocket where finally 
discovers that Drax really German agent who has 
aimed destroy London. Bond, course, 
foils the plot the last moment the best Op- 
tradition. Verdict: little too tough for the 
tender. 


Churchill, Peter The Spirit the Cage 
Putnam. Sept. 15, 1955. 312p. $3.75. 


This the story the war-time imprisonment one 
Britain’s top secret agents Italian and German 
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custody. Captured the Italians Southern France, 
Peter Churchill and Odette, his courier-sweetheart, 
fared reasonably well Italian hands, but suffered 
greatly when transferred the big military prison run 
the Gestapo Paris. Paris, Churchill endured 
318 days solitary confinement which was relieved 
extensive discussions with fellow prisoners through 
the use plumbing pipes and the securing reading 
matter and supplementary food packages. order 
protect her sweetheart Odette persuaded the Germans 
that Peter Churchill was nephew the British Prime 
Minister and her husband, both accounts being false. 
Thus protected Peter Churchill was transferred other 
prisons Germany where joined group dis- 
tinguished fellow prisoners war. 


The book over-written with highly exaggerated 
romantic style. There are frequent apparent violations 
the obligations P.W. Churchill his giving 
parole and his admitted failure attempt escape 
several occasions when this. seemed 
gion portrayed needed distraction when 
tary confinement, but distraction that serves more 
opiate than source strength. 


There considerable criticism Roosevelt and Allied 
policy toward the Russians given wartime forebod- 
ings, but these criticisms are accurate test 
credibility, appearing have the exactness much more 
characteristic hindsight rather than foresight. 


The author seems intelligent, but not well-in- 
formed, not well-oriented, and not very wise. The 
book shallow, pretentious over-dramatic and there- 
fore over-priced. 

Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 

Political Philosophy Department, 

Fordham University, 

Bronx 58, New York 


Johnson, Lucy Black and Pyke, Jr. 


Cartoon Treasury 
Doubleday. Sept. 30, 1955. 320p. $4.95. 


Ketcham, Hank Dennis the Menace Rides Again 
Holt. Sept. 15, 1955. 64p. $1.00. 

Key, Ted Hazel Rides Again 
Dutton. Sept. 19, 1955. 125p. $2.95. 


Anderson, Brad and Phil Leeming 
Gilbert Press. Sept. 26,1955. 92p. $1.95. 
Price, George George Price’s Characters 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 15,1955. 69p. $2.95. 


the many collections cartoons, most them 
this season selected from among the number previously 
published week-by-week month-by-month maga- 
zines, the biggest and freshest far this season 
Cartoon Treasury for which Lucy Black Johnson and 
Pyke Johnson, Jr., have gone abroad and chosen, for the 
most part wisely and wittily, from among the humorous 
drawings appearing French, Italian, German, Scandi- 
navian, South American, and Canadian publications. 
Where necessary, captions and labels have been trans- 
lated. The result not only humorous and often 
hilarious, but vastly reassuring the ground that funny 
bones are still vulnerable elsewhere here. this 
reviewer’s taste, the best drawn and most pungent 
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the lot are those the French cartoonist Tetsu; but 
rivalled his compatriots Dubout, Herve and 
Sempe; Roland Brazil, Bortolago Italy, Searle 
England, Hoffnung and Feyer Canada. The book 
big and bountiful and worthy contender for place 
near the top the gift lists for Christmas and other 
occasions. Recipients are almost bound bless the 
giver for hours joy, chuckled and guffawed, contained 
the pages. 

Dennis the Menace remains charmingly mischievous 
and bouncy little boy, brash times, bewildered 
times, but always amusing. The slim collection 
pages observations his works and ways moder- 
ately enough priced. And the same may said even 
more emphatically for Hazel: after some five six 
yearly collections these drawings which appear regu- 
larly the penultimate pages the Saturday Evening 
Post, the joyous independence and ingenuity our 
choice for Miss Maid America still grand fun. 
Hazel baseball fan, she bosses the kids and the Boss 
and his Missus; she indomitable protector the 
sanctity the household and her own 
Viva Hazel! 

Julian Messner distributing this collection car- 
toons, printed the Gilbert Press, featuring Great 
Dane, (or some canine equally mammoth propor- 
tions), who rules the household which was, pre- 
sumably, pup. Marmaduke large, 
fierce, tender-hearted, huge eater, jealous his pre- 
rogatives, protector women and children, and 
times embarrassingly affectionate. is, besides, pretty 
funny. The collection cartoons may seem 
rather high-priced; but laughter expensive com- 
modity these days and with that mind, these laughs 
actually come just little over two cents each. 


Tastes differ, naturally; but for there funnier 
cartoonist, none more expert sheer good drawing 
than George Price. world, like ours, peopled 
with cock-eyed characters; people fundamentally good, 
but each with comic fault. When comes putting 
the needle precisely into the grotesque idiosyncracy, 
penning the exact instant when annoyance explodes 
into wrath, the awareness defeat opens like pit, 
lunacy, George Price our man. funny old 
world, sees it. And, you know, he’s doggone 
right. Any one the two hundred this bargain col- 
lection will prove it. This one really worth the price. 


Fromm, Erich The Sane Society 
Rinehart. Aug. 29, 1955. 370p. $5.00. 

society neurotic when its pressures upon its indi- 
vidual members lead them into patterns which frustrate 
their natural aspirations human beings. mentally 
healthy person “is the productive and unalienated per- 
son; the person who relates himself the world lov- 
ingly, and who uses his reason grasp reality objec- 
tively; who experiences himself unique individua 
entity, and the same time feels one with his fellow 
man; who not subject irrational authority, and 
accepts willingly the rational authority conscience 
and reason; who the process being born long 
alive, and considers the gift life the most 
precious chance has” (p. 275). 
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Modern society, according Erich Fromm, denies 
represses each the major elements which lead 
mental health. While its economic system produc- 
tive, the individual worker not so. Mass pressures 
lead blind conformity, thus de-invidualizing hun- 
dreds millions. The authority exercised such 
pressures irrational and hence abnormal. 
wonder that many yield the suicide impulse, either 
literally through wars, alcoholism, violent crime, and 
other forms destruction. The wil! constructive 
living lost. 


Dr. Fromm proposes form communi- 
tarian socialism. This would society which 
man relates man lovingly, which rooted 
the brotherliness and solidarity, rather than 
the ties blood and soil; society which gives him the 
possibility transcending nature creating rather 
than destroying, which everyone gains sense 
self experiencing himself the subject his powers 
rather than conformity, which system orien- 
tation and devotion exists without man’s needing 
distort reality and worship idols” (p. 362). 


This psychiatric study society provides fresh and 
interesting approach. Dr. Fromm not always exact 
when ventures out his specialty into the strange 
fields economics and sociology. Not everyone would 
agree with the chain reasoning leading his con- 
clusions. But many his insights seem valid, regard- 
less how they were reached. 


Indeed, most his criticisms modern society parallel 
those uttered Pope Pius XII. The Pope has con- 
stantly spoken the forces dehumanizing man the 
modern world. Would that Dr. Fromm had grasped 
the complexity the remedies needed and had studied 
the trenchant addresses His Holiness, dealing with 
modern problems. such case, the author might 
have offered better solutions than the somewhat utopian 
Communities Work. spite these limitations, 
however, the volume deserves serious study reveal- 
ing indictment the ills our society. 


Herberg, Will Protestant, Catholic, Jew 
Doubleday. Sept. 22,1955. 320p. $4.00. 


That religion the United States growing both 
numbers and public respect acknowledged fact. 
But many thoughtful men are asking what precisely 
behind this remarkable trend. Few persons have an- 
swered this question more profoundly with greater 
insight than Will Herberg Protestant, Catholic, Jew. 

ere socio-religious study which can serve 
model for all future work this field. 


Herberg brings out the fact, often overlooked, that 
America has not always been religious nation. the 
early years nation only minority were active 
church members. Disbelief unbelief were the pre- 
vailing patterns. The great waves immigration, more 
than any other force, injected new vigor into the reli- 
gious community. But the pattern adaptation forced 
upon the immigrants turn affected their religious 
Practice. the national, language, and cultural heri- 
tage the older was sloughed off, religion became 
the unifying force the new citizens America. 
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The first generation strove valiantly retain all the 
features its native culture. second generation 
tended react violently against its parents’ practice 
because its distinctive features set them apart from the 
rest the American community. the advent 
the third generation, compromise was reached, with 
religion serving keep alive some contact with the 
past. 

Religious faith, held third and subsequent genera- 
tions, was not always the same the faith their 
ancestors. many churches, theological content was 
reduced minimum. Religion became bulwark 
the American Way Life. was proper and re- 
spectable belong one the three great religious 
groups accepted part the American pattern. 
Church membership was the expected thing, part 
the trend toward “other-directedness” American life. 


There were preachers who said that belief was good, 
matter what one believed in. Religion became self- 
centered, valued because gave peace mind and 
sense personal comfort. sentimentality 
was often associated with appeals for church member- 
ship. 

result, the secularism today often comes from 
within the churches, not from without. Religion re- 
spectable precisely because does not interfere too 
much with the accepted pattern the American Way 
Life. There danger that “In God Trust” may 
supplanted “God With Us” (Gott mit Uns). 


This summary too brief more than indicate the 
richness insight shown this scholarly, yet popularly 
written work. should read thoroughly, and pon- 
dered deeply, all religious Americans, Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish. will highly controversial 
study, since contains much disturb our compla- 
cency. This the more reason for hoping that 
secures the widest possible readership. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Flynn, John 

The Decline the American Republic 
Devin-Adair. Sept. 15, 1955. 212p. $3.00. 
The major thesis this little book that America has 
experienced revolution devastating that are 
knee-deep socialist society: 1933 when Franklin 
Roosevelt was elected President the United States, 
and surrounded himself with red and pink luminaries, 
the conspiracy overturn the American Republic be- 
gan. The goal was the creation American So- 
cialist Republic. Since this was not possible under the 
Constitution, our Supreme Charter had dis- 
mantled. The first step was make the Supreme 
Court subservient the President. This was 
done packing the court with justices favorable the 
President’s way thinking. Once this was accom- 
plished the collectivist revolution could completed 
very peaceful way—by judicial interpretation. 
giving new meaning such constitutional phrases 
“general welfare” and “interstate commerce,” the super 
state could established. Once power, Big Govern- 
ment continue rumble along gargantuan 
fashion controlling all facets our everyday life. 
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Naturally one wonders all hope lost. The author 
feels that must back order forward. 
must return the great highway the American 
Republic,” (p. 165). Apparently the answer 
found return conservatism, isolationism, and 
complete adoption policy Although 
the book does present strong case against deficit- 
spending and prosperity based war, has limited 
value. less passionate style would more effective. 
Innuendoes and emotional clichés seldom prove any- 


thing. 
Timothy Scully, 
University Scranton 


Semmes, Henry Portrait Patton 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Sept. 15, 1955. 308p. $6.00. 


December 9th, 1945, staff sedan flew along the 
Frankfurt-Mannheim-Speyer Road, enroute the 
Mannheim-Speyer area. army truck came lumber- 
ing the road from the opposite direction, turned left 
front the staff car, and the two collided. The dam- 
age the staff car was not severe—it was driven away 
from the accident, but officer was removed from 
critical condition. had struck his head against 
the back the front seat, and the blow had nearly 
paralyzed him. died the 21st December, and 
with his death there passed from the scene one the 
most colorful characters modern war, George Smith 
Patton, Junior. 


Patton’s life formidable mass legends. began 
his military career, after graduation from West Point, 
the border war against the equally legendary Villa, 
under the command another legend, Black Jack 
Pershing. served France during World War 
but Patton’s fame will rest his conduct the Com- 
manding General the Third Army World War II. 
Patton’s preparation for World War was thorough. 
addition his actual combat experience, had 
directed the toughest army war games living mem- 
ory. knew the value fast, mobile, hard-hitting, 
disciplined team, and his whole life was aimed pro- 
ducing that force. 


Patton received his baptism fire the Second World 
War North Africa, where another great tank man, 
Rommel, snapped his jaws shut contingent the 
American forces which ventured too far into the lion’s 
mouth. The Third Army never made that mistake 
again. Patton learned lessons quickly, and did not fall 
twice for any bait. 


With the invasion the continent Europe, Patton 
was given command the extreme right flank the 
Allied forces, and from that position shot out three 
arrows might, one Brest, one around the 
German left flank facing the Allies, one greater 
wheel the right, then the left toward Paris. 
From Paris swung his armored divisions and infantry 
north and east, lapping the miles and the prisoners 
with gargantuan fury. swung into the Saar basin, 
shot three arrows tanks through it, doubled back, 
and took nearly one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
Germans prisoner the swing. 


Patton was poised for his great strike across the Rhine 
when the Ardennes breakthrough came. swung 


Best 


the entire Third Army north, shot out column 
tanks through the south wall the German left flank, 
drove relentlessly through the crack troops Sepp 
Dietrich’s Sisth Panzar army, reached Bastogne, moved 
his infantry behind his tanks relieve the 
Airborne Division which the Germans had surrounded 
and badly mauled. When the Bulge was flattened, 
there wasn’t much armor for Sepp Dietrich count. 


took only few weeks for Patton regroup, and his 
army stormed across the Rhine great sweep, 
ing northeast and southeast, cutting the Germans 
pieces before him. was ahead the other armies, 
and was often ahead supplies. His cry for more oil 
was haunting refrain all through the 
When the war ended, was moving toward Berlin, 
with long arm thrust out directly east Czecho- 
slovakia. 


Semmes’s story Patton delightful book read, 
served with Patton, was admired Patton, and 
obviously worshipped the man. has collected 
adequate supply data, and the story flows smoothly, 
factually. But feel that more disinterested writer 
might have made the 
more bouncingly alive. 

Patton was always colorful. His sins were blatant, and 
never hid his virtues. loved publicity, and 
made sure that got more than his share. 
flair for publicity that drove his fellow commanders, 
equal, below, and above, frantic. But with all this 
flair, this color, this self-seeking, seems be, with 
Sir Bernard O’Connor, Rommel, and Montgomery, 
the truly great tacticians modern times. 


Portrait Patton interesting book. Some day 
truly gripping book will written about 


not it. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


The Memoirs Will Hays 
Doubleday. Sept. 10,1955. 581p. $7.50. 


The late Will Hays may remembered most 
Americans only the first moving picture “czar” and 
sponsor the famcus, controversial Hays Office movie 
code, but this was only one the roles filled his 
long and amazingly busy life. was first and 
town. courty and state politics and chairman the 
Republican National Committee which managed the 
campaign Warren Harding and saw him elected. 
became Postmaster General Harding’s cabinet 
but after year (before the scandals. which 
makes reference whatever). And only then did 
begin altogether new career with the movies, 
which twenty-five years his life and made 
his name household word America. 


Hays’ memoirs are garrulous, rambling, swamped with 
trivia, and burdened with the full texts countless 
letters, telegrams, editorials, speeches, etc., etc., the 
extent that one wonders who will read this book. For 
the student history politics there can little 
value the flood highly personal, self-approving 
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anecdotes, nor the simple view American politics 
where that which Republican good and that 
which not evil. (Thus Harding judged great 
president and Wilson very bad one.) Those who are 
interested the movies and the problems movie 
censorship will learn nothing new. Hays hardly dis- 
cusses the important issues dealt with; simply 
presents his views self-evidently right, corroborated 
they are the testimony, all faithfully recorded, 
hundreds friends and associates. Finally, the ordi- 
nary, reader not likely survive the 
journey through these six hundred closely printed 
pages. 

And yet The Memoirs Will Hays its way 
cultural document considerable interest. 
monologue terribly like that Lowell Schmaltz The 
Man Knew Coolidge, but there was more Will 
Hays than that. Despite his self-righteousness and 
sloganeering, and the hard-headed pragmatism which 
shows through his professions noble ideals, im- 
possible not respect the sincerity and the accomplish- 
ments this American.” his own way, and 
the best his ability, Will Hays cleaved always 
what believed was right, and worked mightily all 
his life accordance with the articles his faith— 
“in God, the folks, the nation, and the Repub- 
lican party.” Whatever else said, this not small 


thing. 
Richard Horchler, 
St. College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Commando Extraordinary 
Putnam. Sept. 29, 1955. 241p. $3.75. 


excellently written and exciting story the leader 
the German commandos, told former English 
newspaper foreign editor. Had the author stopped 
page 189, leaving Skorzeny, the subject the book, 
pursuing his normal the story would take its place 
history detailing important character and part 
the late World War II. Or, had merely added 
the narrative about David Stirling, the English counter- 
part Skorzeny, would still hold its place, but the 
ex-foreign editor uses the last part the book set 
himself military-political strategist. 


Foley, Charles 


Instead letting the reader enjoy the exploits the 
commandos inspired “psychological” warrior, who 
had vision and daring enough not only attempt, but 
succeed unusual tactics, the .author draws the 
lesson derived therefrom and sets the formula 
for our government produce such combined political 
military commandos. insists that warfare chang- 
ing (as were not aware that), that Skorzeny 
and Stirling changed the methods fighting the enemy 
and, therefore, should follow their example. 


director (of strategic assault personnel) vision 
and boldness backed the Chiefs Staff and with 
full Government support, might even stop war before 
conventional operations were underway” 


will atom bomb, strategically dropped! 


Who would not thrill the tale how Mussolini was 
snatched from the top mountain, which was im- 
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possible approach land because guards and 
fortifications, the seizing the Hungarian Regent’s 
Palace Headquarters parading his commandos 
through guarded streets and gates? These actions are 
graphically detailed, well the “hopeless rescue” 
German division, surrounded Russia, the 
planned attempt infiltrate the American lines and 
seize General Eisenhower, and the attempt some 
German officers assassinate Hitler. 


Altogether vivid portrayal daring leader, fighting 
against odds. Far better have let the reader draw 
his own conclusions than theorize future mili- 


tary strategy. 
John Cullen, 
Washington, 


Ussher, Arland Journey Through Dread 
Devin-Adair. Aug. 31, 1955. 160p. $3.75. 


Arland Ussher gives very clever analysis the 
modern mind his Journey Through Dread. tak- 
ing one aspect Kierkegaard, Heidegger and Sartre, 
narnely the subjective sense fear, dread, anguish— 
anxiety and insecurity any other names would 
just existential—he probes the heart existential- 
ism’s positive attempt cope with the limitations and 
the finiteness man-here-and-now-in-the-world. 


Kierkegaard’s dread developed from his religious sense 
and flowered into his concept man’s finite inade- 
quacy before the infinity God. The author calls this 
essay “The Shudder Before God.” Heidegger’s con- 
frontation death man’s greatest 
(limiting-situation), entitled “The Shudder Before 
Death,” and Sartre’s nausea man’s incapacity for 
being and absorbing others and his imprisonment, 
were, forcing him exist viscous contact with 
them treated “The Shudder Before The Other 
Person.” 

The author writes ably, thoughtfully and with color. 
has said only one stupid thing: “Here seem 
get hint older, perhaps more gracious philosophy 
—the ‘Wandering the Great Void’ the Buddhist 
and Taoist; the ‘Existential when learns 
know itself and trust itself, may make men well ad- 
justed. and therefore free.” The essence the Existen- 
tial Will” unlimited freedom. The essence ad- 
justment consists living with the limitations imposed 
ourselves from within and from without. The two 
contradict one another. For the existentialist “adjust- 
ment” means being inauthentic, taking refuge social, 
religious even political patterns. Mr. Ussher cannot 
have his philosophical cake and eat too. 

The rest the book superlatively well done. The 
above probably more the product fine 
poetic imagination than metaphysical carelessness 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University. 
New York, New York 


Denis, Michaela Leopard Lap 
Messner. Sept. 26,1955. 254p. $4.95. 


Armand and Michaela Denis; the former well-knowr. 


162 


explorer, photographer wild-life and film producer; 
his wife one-time fashion designer, avid animal lover, 
and writer the book. 


They have traveled far and wide but Africa claims all 
her allegiance. had just been decided make 
photographic safari the dark continent when Mr. 
Denis was engaged technical adviser the filming 
King Solomon’s Mines. With Michaela taken 
stand-in for Deborah Kerr, they flew Nairobi, Kenya, 
where they met the Masai, nomadic tribe, with whom 
Mrs. Denis immediately became very friendly. fact, 
the African people whole retain her interest more 
than any other. She claims that here, where they now 
have home, away from the influences civilization, 
happiness and peace are found their truest 
form. Their most primitive customs hold her spell- 
bound, particularly the dance, and she has participated 
the ritual many tribes through this medium, aban- 
doning herself its most frenzied, pagan form. 
The Ngoma, Great Dance, the Masai was mere 
waltz compared the Oka people’s Gorilla Dance, 
and their formal, orgiastic Circumcision Dance con- 
fined the male population only but witnessed 
Mrs. Denis through ruse. And all these pale be- 
side the Central African Sorceress Dance for women 
which she was invited and which she claims pro- 
vided her greatest mystical experience. she at- 
tained the “power” through which she accepts world 
consciousness which Africans call Roho, soul. From 
power for good flows.” Its performance was based 
the pagan and occult, stressing emotional, sexual 
stimulation. The author variance with 
efforts discourage such ritualistic orgies, although 
she aware papal direction for the assimilation 
native practices and art not incompatible with Christian 
teachings. Besides noting the customs many tribes 
across the continent, the Denises spent much time ob- 
serving the habits several native beasts, the lion, the 
elephant, the hippo and the crocodile. The movie, 
South the Sahara, resulted from their wanderings. 


the other side the world they lived with the 
Chimbu people New Guinea and with the Abori- 
gines Australia. the Chimbu the author says: 
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“these so-called primitive people have least one im- 
portant lesson teach civilized people,” the 
tion life, “if the population not reduced 
poverty and the control its numbers left starvation 
disease.” But “the danger missionary interference 
with this control system great and evident. 
breeding would bring about state affairs 
plorable that which exists great areas Asia and 
even Europe and the United States.” 
please note. the author’s conviction that the 
sionary effort among primitives useless long 
individual Christians fail practice. She favors her 
own personal cult, pantheistic view mingled with 
strong humanitarian feeling. Someone said her 
“Last night spoke jokingly you pagan. From 
our Catholic standpoint suppose you are. But think 
you practice more positive Christianity than many 
Catholics Mr. Chesterton once 
pointed out, this situation does not prove the failure 
Christianity. 


interesting book written for those still hidebound 
civilization which may not bad after all. 
Among profuse illustrations from Mr. Denis’ collection 
photographs one color Michaela cuddling 
almost unmanageable leopard, hence the title. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Asquith, Cynthia Portrait Barrie 
Dutton. Sept. 1955. 230p. $3.50. 

The enigmatic personality and tremendous theatrical 
success Sir James Barrie create sort literary 
magnet which, spite the passing years, continues 
draw and hold the interest goodly number 
readers. Portrait Barrie will bring joy the devotees 
Barrie and satisfaction anyone who appreciates 
well-written and amusing book. 


Although Barrie was shy man who loved privacy, 
knew that, one day, the story his life would have 
written. For this task himself chose Lady 
Cynthia Asquith, one who had been his friend and 
secretary for over twenty years. But for Lady Asquith 
bicgraphy was task did not feel able under- 
take; book that gave own memories him 
different matter. that book, this Portrait, the author 
brings incisive mind, literary skill, and deep 
standing and affection for her subject. Through the 
deft use description and characterization, (generously 
sprinkled with enecdotes), Cynthia Asquith draws 
picture Barrie which captures his many and baffling 
moods—the sneer here well the smile. For 
those who insist visualizing Barrie sort elderly 
Peter Pan, the book will something shock. 


While revealing the contradictory yet lovable 
ality Barrie, Lady Asquith expertly sketches the 
social and theatrical backgrounds the period which 
lived. The volatile Mrs. Patrick Campbell smoking 
big black cigar while haranguing Shaw; 
Chesterton getting stuck doorway while inventing 
new murder game, these and other vignettes flash 
across the pages and give the book zest. However, 
Lady never forgets that she was “private 
secretary” man who demanded absolute discretion 
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and who was jealous his privacy. She writes with 
reticence especially refreshing age which in- 
dividual dignity frequently outraged the desire 
“tell all.” 


O’Casey, Sean The Bishop’s Bonfire 
Macmillan. Aug. 30,1955. 124p. $3.00. 


The Bishop’s Bonfire Sean was first pro- 
duced the Gaiety Theatre Dublin February 28, 
1955. The management was unable cope with the 
tremendous demand for tickets and, result, for the 
first time the history Dublin, theatre tickets were 
sold black market. Hundreds patrons, unable 
gain admittance the Gaiety for the opening-night 
performance, lit bonfires the streets and remained 
there “singing songs and cheering until the play was 
Such enthusiastic demonstration, although 
unusual, understandable because Sean O’Casey 
the playwright Mr. Gassner calls “one the three 
giants the English-speaking stage.” 


dificult judge accurately the dramatic potential 
script until one has seen produced. the case 
Mr. O’Casey reading analysis doubly difficult be- 
cause the complexity his characterizations and the 
power, variety and melody his prose demand the 
skill competent actors. 


However, reading The Bishop’s Bonfire makes one 
thing perfectly O’Casey still zealous 
champion Naturalism drama! the play, plot 
practically non-existent and the vacuum thus created 
filled with vivid characters intent revealing 
“slice life” contemporary Ireland. 


The play takes place the evening important 
occasion: the return visit Bishop Mullarky his 
native village, Ballyoonaugh. The Bishop feted 
the home Councillor Reiligan, “Papal Count, 
loyal pillar the clergy and the biggest money-man 
the district.” Inside the Reiligan home big reception 
being prepared for the Bishop; outside huge bonfire, 
which “bad books and pictures” will burned, 
being laid. Against this background O’Casey places 
dozen brilliantly drawn characters and through them 
vents his anger social structure deeply resents. 
Therefore, The Bishop’s Bonfire predominantly 
negative play. There ample evidence that Mr. 
against many things—injustice, oppression, 
narrowmindedness and hypocrisy. But the things 
afirms—freedom, beauty, love 
are scarcely discernible the play. 


Most the characters are either frustrated, unhappy 
unpleasant. Councillor Reiligan, man power 
and influence, Papal Count and yet his every word 
and action pompous, unjust unchristian. The 
Very Reverend Timothy Cannon Burren, the Parish 
Priest, arrogant, grasping and vindictive. These two 
manage control break the lives those 
around them. Father Boherae, curate, the only warm 
and mature character the play, unsuccessfully tries 
instill hope and courage the resentful and 
victims “authority.” However, they find their own 
avenues (O’Casey brand), the 
bottle, death. 


Feld Thomas 163 


Yet the play not all bitterness and tragedy. There 
are some hilariously funny scenes and many witty, wry 
and rueful lines. There poetic prose filled with 
passion, beauty and melody. But above all else, there 
that turbulent, lyrical and intoxicating thing call 
“theatre.” Although may not agree with O’Casey’s 
ideas, nor approve the things says, nor admire the 
characters conceives, still find ourselves caught 
the power and brilliance that his particular 
brand theatrical magic. 


The Bishop’s Bonfire will probably shock some, anger 
others, amuse few and move many. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Feld, Rose Aunt Lucienne 


the early Nineteen-Twenties, Miss Feld took trip 
Europe, where she met her Uncle Paul, artist 
who had married and settled France. him she 
met Aunt Lucienne; and their son, Pierre. She grew 
fond Uncle Paul, was amazed Pierre’s sophistica- 
tion; but was Aunt Lucienne who provided her with 
the material for this charming little book. 


several episodes, occurring during separate visits 
France and covering span time from the 1920’s 
the years after World War II, Miss Feld, with deft, 
sure touches reveals with deep understanding and love 
the indomitable spirit Aunt Lucienne; and draws 
such clear-cut portrait her that Aunt Lucienne 
remains with the reader even after the last page the 
book has been read. 


You may chuckle over many the episodes, and 
amused the rational way which she defends her 
lack logic; but the Aunt Lucienne who, when 
she old and widowed and straitened circum- 
stances, and who proudly prefers keep her own four 
rooms near Tours, preserving her independence rather 
than live with her son Pierre and his wife and children 
their magnificent home—that the Aunt Lucienne 
you will lose your heart to. 

Many these stories were first published The New 
Yorker. All are tasteful style that keeps the au- 
thoress the background, and focusses the light 
Aunt Lucienne. The book sure please almost 
everyone. 

Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Thomas, Lowell Great True Adventures 
Hawthorn. Sept. 23, 1955. 400p. $5.00. 


Using the bases for his selections “the ‘greatness’ 
the adventure involved, the interesting style the ad- 
venture-teller, the variety the different kinds 
man’s adventures,” Lowell Thomas, mean adven- 
turer his own right, here presents twenty-nine 
what considers the greatest adventures from ancient 
times the present. For the armchair adventurer there 
sure something here satisfy that insatiable 
thirst for excitement—short though some the selec- 
tions may be. 


164 Jones Keller Grunfeld 


There are spy stories from the Old Testament (Joshua), 
something from Xenophon and Caesar and Plutarch’s 
Lives; there are excerpts from Ludwig’s Napoleon and 
from The Autobiography Benvenuto Cellini. From 
more recent works there are passages out Annapurna, 
Kon-Tiki, and Hunter well Whales and Men 
and Man-Eaters Kumaon. Not ignore the selector 
himself, the publishers have had Mr. Thomas include 
one his own works, and offers Sea Devil.” 


Quite variety this mere recital would indicate. 
Since they are one man’s preferences (and this not 
the entire list), they are means certain meet 
with universal approval. Some, for instance, might 
question the particular excerpts from Scripture. For 
one man’s money, and this probably results from 
surfeit mountain-climbing stcries and lack en- 
thusiasm for hunting, the best the lot 
the selection from Saint Exupery’s Wind, Sund and 
Stars. This adventure and writing before which the 
others all pale. wonder, too, that appears first 
this group. 

All all this fine volume have handy for those 
occasional few relaxing in-between moments. few 
spotty incidents and language should noted, how- 
ever, annoyances. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 


New York 71, New York 
Jones, Stanley Mastery 
Abingdon. Sept. 12, 1955. 364p. $1.75. 


Mastery, Stanley Jones, devotional book de- 
signed provide practical daily help for richer, hap- 
pier living. 


The first the 364 daily inspirational readings supplies 
the heart, outline and intent the entire volume when 
says, “Mastery primarily caught, not taught. Mas- 
tery gained contact with the Master. contact 
with Him learn the same effortless striving, the 
same easy accomplishment, the same serene effective- 
ness. 


lot people will question Dr. Jones’ references 
the effortlessness and easiness acquiring Mastery, but 
none will question his choice Master. And all will 
applaud his unqualified acceptance Christ God 
Incarnate. 


may seem strange refer this point. But 
not strange any one who has read books similar 
Mastery. Many them don’t seem able quite 
decide whether not Christ really the Second Per- 
son The Trinity. 

With his backeround years missionary-evan- 
gelist and his Protestant religious convictions, Dr. Jones 
could not have written book any different from the 
one did. 

The language while simple unaderred will seem 
strange Catholic readers. And beth and 
Catholics will several the as- 
sertions the volume contains. 

These, however, will immediately evident 
the informed, discerning Catholic without doing dam- 
age his faith. 


Best 


Both and the Protestant for whom the work was 
primarily written, cannot fail acquire warm feeling 
for Our Lord and greater appreciation the Holy 
Ghost from day day use this handy little 


Msgr. Thomas Cawley, 
Editor, The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, 


Keller, James, M.M. Make Each Day Count 
Hanover House. Sept. 12, 1955. 366p. $3.95. 


One the varied undertakings the Christopher 
Movement the publication books, mostly written 
the founder and moving spirit the organization, 
the Rev. James Keller Maryknoll. This the latest 
the printed series. 


This book provides Christopher thought for every 
day the The thoughts are educed from cap- 
sule items news which serve point the little 
lessons. 

this not reducing the vital message the Catholic 
Church the lowest common denominator, then 
will until something lower comes along. 
Keller’s anthology happy thoughts, seems me, 
just cut two above the effusions the ubiquitous 
Dr. Peale. 


may that this book will bring souls Christ 
His Church and the realization that religion some- 
thing more than glorified social club where everyone 
takes bright view everyone else, and that would 
all the good. may also that some poor souls 
will never dig beneath the surface this 
book and thus miss Christ and reality all the same 
time. 

Myles Gannon, 

Managing Editor, 

The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


(However, the Christopher Movement aimed all 
men-of-good-will, and, such, will naturally start with 
the “lowest common denominator.” Ed.) 


Grunfeld, Frederic and Eaton, Quaintance 
Music and Recordings: 1955 
Oxford University Press. Sept. 15,1955. 302p. $4.95. 


Mr. Grunfeld and Miss Eaton have edited amazingly 
vital survey the 1954-1955 season music across 
America. Somewhat the larger portion the book 
devoted brief and knowing reviews the more 
ficant recordings issued during the past year; but 
there excellent account the opera season 
New York and elsewhere; the concert season 
chestral); and, more briefly, estimate “the take” 
health music’s popularity. The summaries 
corded music are presented alphabetically according 
the composer, the classical department. The com- 
ments Jazz recordings departmentalized according 
instrumental, vocal artists; with page “live jazz.” 
Film Music given its own chapter; and so, too, are 
books music. “almanac” concert and festival 
dates, list summer music centers, and 
and World premieres new works serve 
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ments admirable book. Jacques Barzun, Walter 
Bursten, Miles Gregory, Nat Hentoff, Clifford McCarty 
and Tom Scott are listed contributors and feature 
set sixteen photographs composers, 
conductors, performers included; but for what specific 
purpose, hard say. One would suggest that 
paper-back edition much reduced price would 
preferable; and without the pictures. But Libraries will 
want add this their reference shelves. 


Wattenberg, William Adolescent Years 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 29, 1955. 510p. $8.00. 


Almost all adults are interested the teen-ager. Their 
interest may grow out the fact that they remember 
well their youthful years; they may simply interested 
observing adolescent development and its changes 
their interest may arise from the challenge that youth 
presents the adult community its transition from 
childhood adulthood. Adolescence the period 
when the plasticity youth beginning give away 
the greater rigidity adult life. 


This observation presents the parent, teacher, social 
worker and clergyman with the apparent need doing 
something about now while the youthful personality 
yet malleable. 


The raison-d’étre this book give the interested 
adult and the professional worker opportunity 
understand the implications vast amount well 
sifted, verified data for his relationships with youth. 
plain demarcation line drawn between basic theory 
and speculation and guesswork. 


meet the objective accurate, but non-detailed 
textbook for parent and professional worker the author 
forfeited the customary intensive treatment adoles- 
cent development for treatment broad patterns 
development. This initial cycle included only six 
the twenty-seven chapters. followed three 
other cycles, formative influences, problem areas and 
practical implications. 


Since true adolescent psychology can not concern 
development the adolescent apart from the social 
background, there must suitable treatment 
formative influences such physique, family, peer 
groups, schools 


The section, problem areas, might more accurately 
described aspects adjustment society, including 
areas vocational choices, self-concept, sex, social re- 
lationships and ideals. 


The fourth cycle the text the unique contribution 
the author. Each chapter details important con- 
siderations for the parent and worker who must deal 
with youth. 


The text well written for the use parent and 
teacher-in-training. Each chapter includes adequate 
introduction, summary and appropriately chosen case 
Chapter subdivisions and paragraphs are clear- 
entitled. annotated bibliography follows each 
chapter well list current visual aids. Sugges- 
tions for Further Study acquaint the student with prac- 
tical exercises and literary allusions that lend enchant- 
Ment this subject. 


Wattenberg Bestor 


series footnotes includes recent well-known refer- 
ences, but may lack the fullness sought the advanced 
student. text, however, that will appreciated 
the interested adult reader. 


Lennon, 
University Scranton 


Bestor, Arthur The Restoration Learning 
Knopf. Sept. 19, 1955. 459p. $6.00. 


1953 Arthur Bestor, professor History the Uni- 
versity Illinois, made public his opinion American 
Education Educational Wastelands: The Retreat 
from Learning Our Public Schools. Now returns 
the problem with The Restoration Learning which 
sub-titles, Program for Redeeming the Unful- 
filled Promise American Education.” Student and 
teacher for more than thirty years, has had close 
contact and intimate experience with the work and 
problems students several large universities. Ac- 
tive numerous histcrical societies, has given much 
thought the improvement teaching and learning. 
Because Educational Wastelands stirred much 
controversy and raised many questions, Dr. Bestor 
has thought necessary present restatement his 
philosophy, new critique current policies, and 
detailed proposal for modification and improvement. 
doing, repeats large portions the earlier book 
verbatim. 


Part “The Purposes Education,” present well- 
reasoned statement the educational philosophy 
the intellectualist. Insisting upon the importance 
disciplined intelligence acquired through study the 
classic academic subjects and upon the preeminence 
quality over quantity, urges the old tradition the 
liberal arts for all students the only acceptable pro- 
gram for all levels schooling. The school looked 
upon fundamentally mind-training institution; psy- 
chological, emotional, and social goals are given 
little attention left other agencies; vocational and 
professional training are reduced minor late 
position, left for on-the-job training after formal 
schooling completed. Chapter strong defense 
Intellectualism necessary force the production 
Democracy and repudiates the taunts aristocracy 
and two-class society. fact, the author holds, 
the modern system American education which 
anti-democratic because anti-intellectual and de- 
prives most students the opportunity develop 
independent judgment and sure knowledge. Further, 
says, direct contradication the teachings 
the great leaders early American educational 
thought. true, functioning democracy, Bestor in- 
sists, demands intellectual skills small order 
survive the complexities modern life. 


Part “Aimlessness Education,” even more 
vehement attack upon modern American professional 
Education than was Educational Wastelands. All the 
earlier charges incompetence, misunderstandings, and 
misinterpretations the part the 
are repeated. honesty and some accuracy the 
writer shows that much the current situation de- 
veloped result the rapid expansion universal 
schooling the secondary level and the con- 
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comitant neglect liberal arts faculties the prob- 
lems and needs secondary teachers. Here dem- 
onstrates real familiarity with the major studies the 
field. Admitting some advances methods teach- 
ing, psychology, and measurements, suggests that the 
entire University should supervise and guide Education 
and that Departments Education should reduced 
importance and size and retitled Departments 
Pedagogy. Purposes education and curricula should 
determined not self-styled experts but the 
co-operative efforts all concerned. 


especially hard “Educationists,” charging will- 
ful plotting, intimidation, anti-intellectualism, and irre- 
sponsible trifling. finds nothing but futility the 
newer procedures such “life-adjustment education” 
“core-curricula,” and most vocational training. Un- 
versial level and offers little direct evidence support 
his judgments. 


Part III, “Roads Educational Reform” undoubtedly 
the most interesting and potentially the most promising 
portion the book. Here proposed that teachers 
better educated, drawn into deeper identification 
with subject fields, led earn greater professional 
status, and freed from some the absurdities cur- 
rent practices certification and promotion. Breadth 
well depth the major intellectual disciplines 
must promoted. With these proposals 
disagree. 


The second set proposals will seem many school- 
men nothing short preposterous. They call for 
total reorganization the entire American school sys- 
tem. extremely flexible program set up, 
entirely homogeneous grouping according 


mental age. Children are progress speeds de- 
pendent upon their intellectual development and suc- 
cess academic courses. Completely new grade struc- 
tures and course plans would provide seventeen grades 
public schooling, through which the pupils would 
pass varying rates speed; those superior intelli- 
gence would skip certain grades and carry heavier pro- 
grams, thus being ready for college the age seven- 
teen; slower learners would take fewer subjects and 
remain school longer. Pupils particular high 
school class might well have age range six 
more years. Two separte administrative systems would 
manage jointly the “high school” (age grounings 
general, social, and vocational learnings) and “second- 
ary education” (strictly intellectual discipline 
demic courses: science, mathematics, and lan- 
Progress the inferior “high school” program 


issued the Lib University 
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would chronological. the superior “secondary 
school” progress would based solely upon academic 
achievement. 


Practical schoolmen, who like Dr. Bestor are also 
terested improving admittedly imperfect 
will, for the most part, reject such program un- 
realistic and unworkable. does not justice 
known principles psychological, emotional, and social 
growth. While seems solve some problems 
tellectual discipline, raises several others numerous 
fields, the least which are those public 
ceptance and workability. 


The book, whole, will please only small number 
intellectualists. will irritate and antagonize not 
only the but also Jarge number 
practical schoolmen. Yet could much good. 
focusses attention again number the dilemmas 
modern American education. And throws new 
light number problems. certainly should 
read all those concerned with the problems and 
progress the nation’s schools. 


John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 


Watts, Orval 
The United Nations: Planned Tyranny 
Devin-Adair. Sept. 1955. 149p. $3.00. (paper: $1.50) 


classic understatement, the author admits that this 
book’s title “hints” his position regarding the UN. 
Merely report that the book contains foreword 
Clarence Manion and such chapter headings “To- 
ward World Government,” “World Empire vs. Limited 
Government,” “How Subvert the United States 
Government,” and “The United Nations vs. The 
United States” should enough summarize the 
thesis upholds. Today, one seldom encounters 
dedicated defense the rock-ribbed, laissez-faire form 
philosophical individualism that seemingly fell into 
the discard the Depression Thirties; but here 
full bloom, the guise attack upon the 
instrument world-statism and the 
communist conspiracy. 


The publishers justify their publication this book 
attempt “help balance the scales” vis-a-vis the 
many books published support the 
such attempt order; although similar logic might 
support the publication atheistic tracts balance 
the the world’s Number One Best Seller, 
the Bible. Those who are already committed the 
Watts-Manion position, the UN, horror 
over social legislation, and firm espousal the Bricker 
Amendment), will take new inspiration from this array 
emphatic declarations questions. 
Others may find curiosity value the slim volume; 
this reviewer urgently recommends such 
readers avail themselves the great encyclicals 
recent Popes for the antidote that may required. 


Gordon Zahn, 
Institute Social and 
Industrial Relations, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 
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Campbell-Johnson, Alan 
Eden: The Making Statesman 
Ives Washburn. Aug. 306p. $5.00. 


adulatory and stodgy biography Anthony Eden, 
this might help dispell some the time-worn 
canards about British statesmen and British diplomacy. 
Eden has played major role the bungling British 
Imperial foreign policy which has brought about con- 
tinuing deterioration the Victorian inheritance. 


This present apologetical exercise Campbell-Johnson 
will not enhance Eden’s reputation amongst those 
Americans (so few number) who deplore the joint 
parallel Anglo-American policy which has 
plagued our national integrity and security since 1898. 
Eden’s personal responsibility large part that 
era meticulously recited his biographer this 
new study. The previous biographical effort 1939 


now obsolete. 
Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Department History 
and Politics, 
University Scranton 


Davis, Kennard The Gentle Captain 
Rinehart. Sept. 12, 1955. 175p. $2.75. 

Usually one thinks the captain ship stern, 
gruff, strict disciplinarian with ice water his veins; 
however, Captain O’Mara the Cargo Ship Antares 
has grown old with his command and, the process, 
has become quite mellow. Other than the safety 
the ship, his only concern the well being the crew. 


Chief Officer Stuart, intensely disliked all aboard, 
given the opportunity redeem himself during vio- 
lent storm, during which the ship has been abandoned 
all but the Captain and himself. Much the story 
devoted the handling the ship during this storm, 
and written nautical language far beyond the scope 
any reader, except those who spend their lives sea. 


The book well written. The characters well por- 
trayed. hoped that subsequent books, the 
author will devote more attention the development 
his characters than technical details which are not 
general interest. 


Pirajno, Alberto Cure for Serpents 
William Sloane Associates. Sept. 15, 1955. $4.00. 


The Duke Pirajno, Italian nobleman, who prac- 
ticed medicine, well being Colonial Administra- 
tor, recounts his experiences Libya, Eirtrea and 
Ethiopia, from 1924 until the arrival Montgomery’s 
British Army the early nineteen-fourties. 


The Subtitle, Doctor Africa,” quite misleading. 
ere discussion his medical observations 
the treatment tropical diseases. 


Apparently was held high respect the native 
Population, evidenced the respect they accorded 
him. However, the book devoted very leisurely 
description the personalities and habits indi- 
viduals, whom the reader cannot have the faintest 
interest. 
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While there nothing the book that makes un- 
suitable for the general reader, can see reason why 
anyone should waste evening reading book that 
has little, any appeal, anyone not interested 
Moslem beliefs and mores. The translation Kath- 


leen Naylor. 
Michael O’Brien, M.D., F.A.C.U., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Flores, Maria The Call from Calle Moreno 
Doubleday. Sept. $3.95. 


For some reason Argentina seems remote Americans: 
the shouting the streets Buenos Aires, and the 
gunfire reéchoe very faintly here. Here novel that 
will bring close. Written resident Buenos 
Aires splendid English, (if that not her native 
tongue), gives fictionalized version actual 
case history under the Peron regime. University 
student, who had demonstrated against the Peron gang, 
was taken and secretly beaten the point death. 
eminent physician, Dr. Gentili, the main character, 
was forced patch the boy order avoid the 
unfavorable publicity the case aroused. From that 
moment Gentili was ruined man. fought the 
regime relentlessly, issued signed affidavit giving the 
true facts, and trying flee the country, was shot 
down. The inner workings Peron’s gang are clearly 
shown. terrible picture, but one which Ameri- 
cans should know. The author congratulated. 
One other novel her, The Woman With the Whip, 
gives picture Eva Peron, and this reviewer’s 
intention read promptly. America should 
have had works this kind several years ago, but better 


late than never. 
Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Woodbury, George John Goffe’s Legacy 
Norton. Sept. 272p. $3.50. 

When “Hunter John” 1744 struck axe the wilder- 
ness cleared the land and built heritage. And 
George Woodbury’s John Goffe’s Legacy the human 
history that land through two hundred years and 
eight generations. The story tells simple but 
vigorous. 


had taken that great lump non-descript 
but average New England earth, with all its past family 
generations, and shredded words that fall into the 
living commonplace patterns former lives. 
descendant has awareness his rich inherited 
background and also the ability transmit his appre- 
ciation others. 

The awareness not spooks skeletons but trig- 
ger-fingered, green-thumbed, palm-calloused, tight-fisted 
vital ancestors. The telling blend anecdote, folk- 
lore, local color and history the best tradition 
New England fireside tale. your love Americana 
good story John Goffe’s Legacy will please 
you immensely. The book illustrated with drawings 
Arthur Conrad. 

James Gallagher, 


New York, New York 
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McCrossen, Vincent The Empty Room 


Philosophical Library. 156p. $2.75. 


The room set aside for meditation the United 
Nations frequently called “the empty room.” Dr. 
McCrossen, professor literary backgrounds Euro- 
pean civilization Boston College, uses his theme 
another significant fact, namely that the empty room 
filled with true voices, which evince each nation’s 
faith and hope and love God, voices which bespeak 
dreams poets and saints our own country, 
Russia, Israel, Germany, China, and others—though 
the author regrets the exclusion such worthy coun- 
tries from the U.N. Spain, Italy, Ireland, Japan and 
Austria. These true voices transcend the voices each 
country’s politicians. The Empty Room especially 
these voices faith and hope and 
ove. 


The book divided into two parts. the first division 
“the empty room” speaks for itself this effect: 
have been emptied all the evil forces and influences, 
confusions and errors past centuries. also 
filled, not with the clangor politicians, but with the 
voices those who pray: ‘Laudate Dominum, omnes 
gentes. Laudate eum, omnes 


part two, the voice each individual nation pro- 
claiming praise and thanks God, also voices the 
national history its civilization uniquely. 


Sister Charitas, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Pocket Prints 


The accolade the field the Pocket-size Prints this 
month must Image Books. Ten new titles have 
been added their already impressive total. The 
have been carefully chosen and are “must” for 
anyone who likes good literature; necessity any 
well-read Catholic. There are three novels: Helen 
White’s Watch the $0.95; I), first 
published 1953. real historical novel Italy 
the Middle Ages; Father Malachy’s Miracle, Bruce 
Marshall (#25, $0.65; I), parable that came into being 
1931 with message valid, humor sprightly 


the day was first issued; and Brother Petroc’s Re-. 


turn (#21, $0.50; I); classic fantasy 
1937 with all the teletype from Washing- 
ton. Image presents the monumental 
St. Francis Assisi Johannes Jorgensen, translated 
from the Danish O’Connor Sloane, (#22, $0.95; 
scholarly and eminently readable; the superb ad- 
venture story Father John Gerard, S.J., The 
biography Hunted Priest, (#24, $0.85; I), first- 
hand account the life Catholic priest Eliza- 
I’s England. 


For thinkers, (possible texts), there are Cardi- 
nal Newman’s Grammar Assent (#19, $0.95; I); 
Chesterton’s The Everlasting Man, (#18, $0.75; I); 
and The Imitation Christ with introduction 
Harold Gardiner, (#17, $0.65; Anton 
Pegis has done fine job editing and Book 
the Summa Contra Gentiles St. Thomas Aquinas; 
here entitled the Truth the Catholic Church, 


Best 


and first projected series five. This could 
the buy the decade. 


Closing the array Image Books Stories 
Century Catholic Authors, edited John Bruninj 
and Connolly, (#23, $0.85; I); twenty-five stories 
representing various levels literary style, thought, 
piety, all interesting and mostly valuable; belongs 
every bookshelf. 


Alfred Knopf, Inc., have also added their list 
Vintage titles seven reprints, all beautifully printed 
and paper-bound, which the most attractive are 
Stanley Hyman’s The Armed Vision, (1), literary 
cism distinguished style, revised, somewhat abridged 
and brought date the original author; Elizabeth 
Bowen’s fragile and beautiful novel The Death the 
Heart, (1), already minor classic; and John Crowe 
Ransom’s Poems and Essays, But best the seven 
sales will probably The Vintage Mencken, (I), 
marking L.’s seventy-fifth birthday and many his 
prejudices and peeves, with much his sound sense. 


Ballantine Books, publishing originals (NOT reprints), 
submits The Mackenzie Raid, (I), Col. Red Reeder, 
fine western the Indian Wars, with excellent 
trayal army life and the people who lived the 
frontier; Car Deal, (II), Frank O’Rourke too con- 
centrated the machinations used-car dealers; The 
Guests Fame Daniel Stern, callow first novel 
attempting portray “the amazing world that makes 
America’s show music,” (#114, $0.35; IIb); and Lady 
Greensleeves, Constance effective 
cation XVIth century England, which, not striving 
for the big canvass and the larger picture, gives 
vincing portrait the era, (#112, $0.35; IIa). 


Bamtam Books are many and great variety: The 
Moon and Sixpence, Somerset Maugham’s 
study Gauguin the South Seas reissued, (#1339, 
$0.25; George Axelrod’s play-into-movie The 
Seven-Year Itch, (#1371, $0.25; features 
the cover and only intermittently funny, often vul- 
gar; Gordon Webber’s The Far Shore, (#1345, $0.25; 
IIa), but another the interminable number 
mediocre World War Four 
there are, toc: Schoonover’s The Spider King, 
(#1366, $0.50; IIa); John Phillips’ The Second 
piest account the sordid loves the idle 
rich, (#1368, $0.35; James Ullman’s stirring 
account adventure the vast desert Asia, The 
Sands (#1383, $0.25; and reprint 
Aldous 1932 satire modern philosophis 
tries, Brave New World, (#1369, $0.35; wild 
fantasy, though not avowedly fiction, 
UFO, (Unidentified Flying Objects), Jessur, 
sort historical account “flying-saucer” phe- 
nomena, (#1374, $0.35; takes itself and its 
thesis too seriously, too superficially. 
Peter Dawson fine selection old-school 
western stories, (#1363, $0.25; Bantam 
two cartoon books, reprints Honey, I’m Home, 
ion Nickles’ selection Saturday Evening Post 
(#1364, $0.35; I); and Dave Breger’s slantwise thesis 
with illustrations, But That’s Unprintable, (#1330, 
$0.35; which editor’s right reject cartoons 
obvicus bad taste angrily equated with violation 
cartoonist’s right sell anything draws. Two 
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mysteries round out this list: Find Victim, 
John Ross Macdonald, (#1360, $0.25; fum- 
bling, violent chase-the-killer; and Ben Benson’s The 
Girl the Cage, which spoils basically good idea 
with streak sadism, (#1369, $0.25; IIb). 


There are two more Bantam titles deserving more at- 
tention: Complete Book First Aid, John Hender- 
M.D., which, far can judge, complete, 
accurate, and well illustrated line drawings; should 
every home, school, camp, factory office, its 
price, (F-1365, $0.50; I). New Campus Writing, 
(F-1367, $0.50; tries give preview tomor- 
row’s writers; many the stories and essays and poems 
are Some seventeen colleges and universities 
are represented contributors. 

First Edition Books, companion Dell, has some hits 
and misses. These titles are NOT reprints, but first 
printings new scripts. Return Warbow Lee 
Savage, (#65, $0.25; violent but effective 
western about convict’s return from years jail; 
Hunger Mountain, Scott, (#63, $0.25; 
though unsavory spots, interesting story 
Korean veteran who finds his old town and friends 
much changed after his return from the Far East. How 
Draw and Paint Henry Gasser, member the 
National Academy. this layman, least, the book 
was engrossing: gives countless illustrated exercises 
sketching, coloring, handling and preserving brushes, 
canvass, and paints. For the amateur artist this 
bargain, (FE-54, $0.50, I.) Another bargain Six 
Centuries Great Poetry edited jointly Robert Penn 
Warren and Albert Erskine, fine anthology poems, 
mostly the shorter lyric poems, from Chaucer Wil- 
fred Owen, (FE-69, $0.50; I.) Gilbert Millstein has 
edited collection three plays, six short stories and 
the lyrics twelve songs the versatile Noel Coward, 
(#80, $0.35; IIa.) Tiger the Night Robert Kyle, 
(F-66, tells frightening story the too- 
heiress who marries Indian prince and lives, 
(but only barely), regret it. The Fastest Gun 
Dan Cushman completely incredible tale 
western gun-slinger; and, Comanche John, the au- 
thor introduces one the least likeable “heroes” 
years, (F-67, $0.25; IIa). Luke Short fans, however, 
will not disappointed with that master’s latest vio- 
lent two-gun epic, Bought with Gun, (#68, $0.25; I). 
the rest. The $64,000 Question frighteningly 
up-to-the-minute listing questions and answers from 
the current grab-bag; and More French Cartoons 
show editors William Cole and Douglas McKee mining 
vein—some the stuff quite risque; 
very many just don’t seem funny, (#64, $0.25; 
Dell’s offerings for Fall are also mixed quality: Guns 
and Hunting Pete Brown, Guns editor Sports 
and must for outdoor gamesters, (155, $0.35; 
there are three westerns, all good average bet- 
ter, The Law Randado Elmer Leonard, (#863, 
$0.25; I), which kid sheriff proves himself man 
blaze gunfire; Saddle for Sunlight Allan 
Elston, (#861, $0.25; entertaining bloody; 
and The Thirsty Land, story drought Purgatory 
range, which adds Norman Fox’s stature, (#864, 
I). Mary Roberts Rinehart represented with 
five long short stories with 
characters collection titled The Frightened Wife, 


Pocket Print 
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(#154, $0.35; Edgar Mittelholzer’s Sylvia, which 


the heroine the same name flirts with sex, 
pus complex and life itself, succeeds boring both 
heroine and reader, (#152, $0.35; IIb). Cary’s 
Herself Surprised, 1941 opus, seems much less attrac- 
tive re-reading: the heroine completely amoral, 
steals, lies, beds with any and all sorts, yet ends 
saying know better”; but doubt it, (#D-153, 
$0.25; Add three Michael Shane rock’em and 
sock’em detective stories: Shane’s Long 
Chance, (#866, $0.25; IIb), which reprint #325, 
which was reprint #112; She Woke Darkness, 
(#867, $0.25; IIb), and Death Has Three Lives, (#865, 
$0.25; IIb), are new the list some twenty-five 
which Brett Halliday has ground out about the cognac- 
swilling, lady-killing private eye. You either like them 
you don’t. Tell the Drums Robert 
Krepps, (#156, $0.35; IIb), violent tale diamond 
thievery and flight through Scuth African wastes. Best 
the whole lot “authoritative modern abridge- 
ment” Tolstoy’s War and Peace edited Edmund 
Fuller. Even truncated drastically this is, still 
monumentally above current fiction, (F-53, $0.50; I). 


Pocketbooks keeps its high standards its Fall is- 
sues. For the science-fiction-minded are short stories 
edited Groff Conklin, titled Invaders Eearth, 
(#1074, $0.25; reprint Jessamyn West’s 
touching tale nice kid growing up, Cress Delehanty 
welcome, (#1073, $0.25; Jefferson Cooper’s 
Arrow the Hill blood-and-bosoms account the 
French and Indian War, (#1071, $0.25; IIa). Five 
Against the House, Jack Finney, clinical account 
robbery that began mental exercise and ends 
dead earnest won notoriety recent film, (#1078, 
$0.25; Mustang Mesa Peter Field begins well 
but ends disappointingly, (#1068, I). The Vic- 
tim Was Important Joe Rayter introduces new 
private eye, (We needed one??), rather smelly case 
that occasionally exciting, (#1070, $0.25; IIb). Diane 
byHerbert Best pedestrian tale Jamaica and the 
sugar business, (C-184, $0.35; 


Cardinal editions Pocketbooks for Fall are: Short 
Cuts Effective English, Harry Shefter, which, 
frankly, lost the short cuts never got home; 
but may boon those who for gimmicks, 
(C-190, $0.35; Duncan Hines offers Dessert Book, 
(C-188, $0.35; 1), which reeks high calories, and 
offers such untempting delights “orange pumpkin 
pie,” which the very thought too much for me. 
Roanoke Renegade Don Tracy costumed techni- 
color romance Raleigh’s lost colony and pretty bawdy 
stuff, (C-189, $0.35; Discovery now 
Number Six, though this the last the series 
edited Vance Bourjaily, (C-185, $0.35; I). 


Permabooks offers some titles good the best and 
some bad the worst. The Queen’s Awards, 8th 
series collects stories that won prizes Ellery 
Queen’s Mystery Magazine and most the tales are 


above average. Tejanos Granger, End 
the Gun DeRosso, and Massacre Trail 
Apple are westerns, fast-moving, violent, on-the- 
surface. Mark Derby’s The Big Water different 
sort spy story, ending the jungles Borneo, 
with naive heroine the object pursuit Reds, 
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blackguards and true-blue heroes, (M-3017, $0.25; I). 
Dr. Frank Slaughter’s The Song Ruth another 
those novels which this medic- 
turned-writer spins out his own detriment, (M-4031, 
$0.35; IIa). The Doc should stick medical tales. 
The Bible story always impressed with its under- 
statement; Keats, too, made his point what left 
unsaid; the Doc makes clincal report all details and 
dialogue. The Standard Bartender’s Guide Pat- 
rick Duffy, professional who gives recipes for more 
than 1200 drinks, mixed. The bar-in-the-basement set 
will all want one, (M-4030, $0.35; the 
any list Daniel Stern’s The Girl With 
the Glass Heart, which cannot recommended any 
one and despite the cover-blurbs, merely retails the 
dreary sins growing girl can get into when she tries. 


Pocket Library has much proud among its first 
paper-backed issues. First there splendid anthology, 


Pocket Print 


Best 


The Pocketbook American Verse, compiled Oscar 
Williams, (PL-35, $0.50, I); its hard-cover edition 
reviewed recently Best Sellers. Thornton 
The Bridge San Luis Rey, (PL-36, $0.35; 
Guthrie, Jr.’s The Way West, (PL-17, $0.50; IIa), Ger. 
man Stories and Tales edited and collected Robert 
Pick, (PL-32, $0.35; I), and Lin Yutang’s retelling 
Famous Chinese Short Stories, (PL-8, $0.35; are 
bargains and nicely printed and bound. The Richard 
Whitford translation The Imitation ofChrist, 
$0.35; I), has decorations Valenti Angelo. But 
favorite this group Mark Twain’s The Adventures 
Tom Sawyer, illustrated Harold Minton. 
edition might even get them away from and comic 
books. delightfully prepared and presented, 


$0.35; Stephen Laut, 
Contributing Editor, 
University Scranton 


OCTOBER 


it’s time plan your CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
WHY NOT give Subscription BEST SELLERS? 
(Use the enclosed postage-paid card) 


take advantage our SPECIAL GIFT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER, (good 
only direct order addressed before December 15, 1955) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus ONE GIFT $7.00; (or TWO GIFTS, without 


your renewal, for $7.50) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus TWO GIFTS $10.00; (or THREE GIFTS, with- 


out your renewal, for $10.50) 


Your own Renewal for One Year plus THREE GIFTS $12.50; (or FOUR GIFTS, with- 


out your renewal, for $13.00) 


FIVE GIFT Subscriptions: $15.00 


(This offer good only, under above conditions, the 
continental United States and Canada) 
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